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Editorial 


Lincoln Day, 1954 


RESIDENT EISENHOWER’S theme for the an- 

nual Founder’s Day celebration of the Re- 
publican Party was in the spirit of Abe Lincoln’s 
famous “With malice towards none, with char- 
ity to all.” He suggested to the Republican 
speakers who planned to honor the day with 
their pronouncements a tone of courtesy and 
forebearance toward political opponents. 

Naturally, only a few of the President’s closest 
adherents heeded his advice. Some of his direct 
appointees, notably Republican National Com- 
mittee Chairman Hall, were not unduly im- 
presed. Malice towards Democrats enjoyed un- 
inhibited sway. 

But, in the ensuing weeks it became clear 
that even staunch Republicans can look for 
little charity from the present leadership of 
Abraham Lincoln’s Grand Old Party, if there 
is any suspicion that they deviate in any trifle 
from the line and command of the far right 
wing. In quick successions, Senator McCarthy 
slapped down the Army and the Secretary of 
the Army, Senator Langer spread typical smear 
gossip against Chief Justice Warren on the pub- 
lic record, and Senate Majority leader Know- 
land stepped out of his role to oppose the Presi- 
dent on the proposed amendments restricting 
the treaty-making powers. 

It is now quite clear that President Eisenhower 
has completely lost control of his party. Mc- 
Carthyism has firm hold of the reins and can 
no longer be dislodged without an open fight. 
None can believe any longer that to return a 
Republican-controlled House and Senate in next 
year’s election will mean to back the Eisenhower 
program. If Republicans gain clear control of 
Congress next year it will be under Joe Mc- 
Carthy’s aegis—and the Congress so elected will 
laugh to scorn any attempt by the President to 
salvage something from the right wing con- 
temners of our civil liberties. 

It is too late for Eisenhower to rebuild the 
Republican Party in his own spirit—too late, 
because on many major issues the President 
showed himself hesitant and uncertain when it 
came to spelling out what his philosophy re- 
quired. The most that President Eisenhower 
can now do is fight for his own good name and 
for his program—against the Republican lead- 
ership and in alliance with the Democrats and 
the remaining liberals in his own party. 


Comment 


There is nothing in the President’s record in 
office that shows he will welcome such a fight. 
But we can rely on McCarthy and company to 
force it upon him by their own ruthlessness and 
back alley tactics. The only chance the Repub- 
lican Party has of escaping a widening party 
breach is the chance—an increasingly good one 
—that even McCarthy’s demagogy will not save 
them from a resounding defeat at the polls next 
autumn. 


The Rosenberg Children 


HY ARE THE CHILDREN of the executed 

atomic spies, Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, 
being subjected to further publicity and court 
appearance? If it is true that the children have 
been exploited for fund-raising purposes, as the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Chil- 
dren alleges, such practices should, of course, 
be stopped; however, little evidence to that 
effect has as yet been adduced. In the mean- 
time, the lives of the tragic children are being 
further disturbed and dislocated. Whatever the 
guilt of the parents, the six and ten-year old 
children are entitled to love and security. They 
will receive neither in a public institution no 
matter how efficiently or kindly managed. That 
is the A BC of all studies of child welfare and 
child psychology. Institutional care is the last 
resort for the completely abandoned, and all in- 
telligent administrators try to secure foster- 
parents for the children in their charge so as 
to provide individual affection wherever that 
is possible. 

The Rosenberg orphans are not completely 
abandoned. They have relatives and friends. To 
have taken the children from a home where 
they were apparently content and to have sent 
them to a children’s institution in Pleasantville 
was an act of needless cruelty. Fortunately, 
Justice McNally paroled the children in the 
custody of their grandmother till the final dis- 
posal of the case. 

Whatever guardian is appointed, the welfare 
of the children must be the prime consideration. 
Such, welfare means first of all, a warm and 
sympathetic environment. We do not pretend 
to know whether the grandmother or the fam- 
ily with whom they were staying is better able 
to provide this. The children are old enough 
to have valid preferences. 
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The two little boys have suffered a unique 
calamity. The sense of that calamity will be 
bound to sharpen as they grow into maturity. 
No matter how sheltered or withdrawn their 
existence, there will be no shortage of reminders 
and accusing fingers. These are the inevitables 
of their situation. It is the duty of a civilized 
society not to aggravate these inevitables. The 
more wholesome—from the point of view of 
their deepest psychological needs—their envir- 
onment will be, the greater will be the likelihood 
of their growing up unwarped human beings. 
Nothing will be gained by further destruction. 


Turmoil in Arabistan 


HREE REVOLUTIONS in one week, such was 

the record established by the Arab countries 
in February. Naguib, who was president, pre- 
mier and dictator of Egypt and simultaneously 
the white hope of the State Department for 
stability in that region, was removed from his 
offices and placed under house arrest. No sooner 
did the world press record this momentous 
event than the fire-eating, Israeli-devouring dic- 
tator of Syria, Adib Shishekly, was overthrown 
by an army insurrection. Shishekly, whose three 
year dictatorship of Syria was also considered 
by certain elements in Washington as a stabiliz- 
ing influence, promptly fled the country. Hardly 
had Shishekly unpacked his bags in his refuge 
in Saudi Arabia than Egypt experienced still 
another overturn and Naguib was reinstated 
in power in Cairo. At this writing the political 
sandstorm over Arabistan appears to have sub- 
sided momentarily. 


It is scarcely necessary to point out that these 
“revolutions” are of little, if any, significance to 
the countries concerned or to the world at 
large. They are hardly more than squabbles 
for power between the handful of persons who 
rule the Arab countries. Sometimes these quar- 
rels are manipulated by foreign powers in their 
own interests. In the present instance there is 
little evidence of this. 


But though these revolutions have intro- 
duced no changes, they are important as a bar- 
ometer of the state of affairs in the Middle East. 
One is inescapably driven to the conclusion that 
today there exists no responsible government in 
the Arab countries. This is only natural, con- 
sidering that Arab governments do not derive 
their authority from the will of their peoples, 
and remain in power only until some ambitious 
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officers recruit enough power to overthrow them, 
That the exorbitant demands and fantastic 
claims of these fly-by-night juntas are so often 
accorded serious attention in the world’s cap. 
itals is frequently hard to understand. 


Anti-Semitism Under the Soviets 


Fo SOME DECADES, in fact ever since the 
Bolshevik revolution in Russia, we have been 
frequently assured by communist sympathizers 
that, 1) There is no anti-Semitism in the Soviet 
Union, and 2) Anti-Semitism is punished under 
Soviet law. This law never seemed to be in- 
voked, but this was only natural; if there is no 
anti-Semitism, what is there to punish? Then 
came March 1953 and the infamous Moscow 
*Doctor’s Case.” A dozen prominent Moscow 
doctors were accused of having murdered or 
plotted the murder of high Soviet officials 
Naturally, they confessed. But the interesting 
part of the accusation was not that they planned 
or practiced murder, but that they were agents 
of “international” Jewish “bourgeois” and Zion- 
ist organizations. The civilized part of the world 
rose up in protest against this coarse anti-Semitic 


libel. 


Then Stalin died, new winds appeared to blow 
through the Kremlin, and a minor miracle oc- 
curred: the doctors were declared innocent, their 
confessions, Moscow admitted, had been ex- 
torted, and the parties guilty of this inhuman 
frame-up were to be punished. The identity of 
the guilty parties was revealed. Foremost was 
Semyon D. Ignatiev, Minister of State Security 
and Secretary of the Soviet Communist Party’s 
Central Committee. Others were also named. 
But for some reason known only to the Kremlin, 
the punishment meted out was kept a dark 
secret. 


On February 16, 1954 the world was apprized 
through an item in Izvestia that Mr. Ignatiev 
was now, and apparently for some time had been, 
serving as First Secretary of the Communist 
Party of the Bashkir Soviet Autonomous Re 
public. 


Of course, one may if one wishes, considet | 


removal from Moscow to a high post in distant 
Bashkiria as a form of “punishment.” For that 
matter, many in Moscow itself no doubt con- 
sider their existence under the communist re- 
gime as a form of punishment. But what of 
the Soviet “law” that punishes severely all forms 
of the Ignatiev Case? 
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Hayim Greenberg 


by Ludwig Lewisohn 


This month marks the first anniversary of the 
death of Hayim Greenberg. The past twelve months 
have sharpened the sense of loss among his countless 
friends, admirers and disciples. On this occasion we 
publish Ludwig Lewisohn’s sensitive appraisal of 
Greenberg’s personality and an article by Green- 
berg, written in 1943, that has not previously 
appeared in this magazine. THE Eprrors 


Fo SOME YEARS it was among my private 
plans to try to see more of Hayim Greenberg. 
We did meet fairly often. But it was usually 
on official occasions—meetings of the then Zion- 
itt Emergency Council, luncheons or dinners 
at which one of us or, often, both of us were 
speaking. We often, in spite of the character 
of these occasions, managed to have a few min- 
utes of private conversation and these few min- 
utes were always of an immediate intellectual 
intimacy, for we had found “deep calling unto 
deep” during sundry hours years before and, 
above all, during one whole night which—it 
was war-time—we had to spend sleepless on 
a day-coach between Pittsburgh and New York. 
On that occasion, between midnight and dawn, 
we had probed and found the congruence be- 
tween our ultimate convictions. Moreover, there 
was a lingua franca between us (his culture was 
extraordinarily wide and exact), as when a rabbi 
cited at a certain meeting the well-known 
principle that, though we have inherited the 
Torah we must reacquire it in order truly to 
possess it, and Greenberg with that illuminated 


. smile of his flashed at me the Goethean words 


which were, of course, already on my lips: 
Was du ererbt von deinen Vaetern hast 
Erwirb es um es zu besitzen. 

My plan to meet him oftener did not succeed 
very well. We moved in circles which, though 
intellectually allied, were personally rather splin- 
tered. He was, in addition, elusive by nature 
and, though of a boundless friendliness, dreamy 
and withdrawn. I read his work steadily in 
both the Yiddisher Kempfer and the Jewish 
Frontier and was glad enough and always ser- 
iously cheered on the three or four occasions 
a year when I got sight of his slender and some- 
how aspiring figure, his poet’s head ‘and coun- 
tenance, and exchanged the few sentences which 
sufficed to prove once more that in the flux and 
mad confusions of our time we stood on the 
same and, as it seemed to us, eternal ground. 


F’RoM WHERE I stood and stand, fairly isolated 

among the oddly called “liberals” of this time, 
Hayim Greenberg was to me confirmation, 
beacon in the murk, the one wholly pure and 
incorruptible mind, the only one who, though 
he continued, for reasons that I understood and 
respected, to call himself a socialist, never bent 
to any of the ba’alim of certain well-known 
market-places. He had many gifts — even a 
pleasant creative and imaginative one; he had 
many sharp and serene insights. But I want to 
single out two of these insights, a specifically 
Jewish insight and a general human insight, to 
illustrate the purity and incorruptibility—words 
to which one always returns in thinking of him 
—of his mind, his temper and so of his position 
in this time. 

His supreme Jewish insight was this, that 
ad hoc Zionism, whether charitable or political, 
whether occasioned by social need or social 
theory, was transitory and perishable every- 
where and especially in what he felicitously 
called the United States and England, the “third 
zone of the Galuth.” A Zionism to be perman- 
ent and permanently fruitful must be the result 
of a “deeper and more organic Jewish educa- 
tion.” It must be deeply anchored in an aware- 
ness of total Jewish history. It must be, as it 
were, a by-product or issue of a total Judaism 
and Jewishness, of the sanctities of entire Jewish 
experience; it must be, in one word, religious— 
that which binds us together. And Greenberg 
was deeply aware of this rather speculative 
etymology of the word “religious.” For, on an- 
other occasion, using that amusing lingua france 
between us he once more quoted Goethe: “Heilig 
ist was uns bindet.” 

He never wavered in his knowledge of the 
profound and permanent truth that he who is 
organically a Jew will be a Zionist and, despite 
a hundred apparent examples to the contrary, 
none other. And this insight of his, which has 
been shared by so tragically few in our time, 
sprung from an even deeper and rare and prec- 
ious and lonely conviction of his, namely that 
secularism is not enough. Not enough. It is 
not nothing. It may; serve a given day’s immed- 
iate need on that day. It has mightily served 
the organizational and instant practical needs of 
Zionist effort. But it is transitory; it falters and 
fades; it becomes perverted; it is subject to any 








6 


process of decay or corruption from any quarter, 
from any source. For it is not conformable to 
the nature and needs of such a being as man in 
such a world as the present, nor above all, to 
such a being as the Jew with his history, his 
instincts, as history and his original character 
have shaped them. 

This triumphant insight of Greenberg’s was, 
of course, coherent with his total Weltan- 
schauung. From it sprang too the criterion by 
which he unerringly announced the failure of 
all the schemes of social amelioration of our age. 
They were all, especially that Russian revolu- 
tion which he had witnessed and bitterly lived 
through in his own person, all, subjected to “the 
stupor of the cheap wine of positivism and of 
a Godliness still primitive despite its apparent 
modernistic veneer.” Greenberg knew — and 
how few rise to that supreme insight—that our 
values cannot be validated unless a metaphysical 
source of validation exists and that, unless our 
values can be validated, life and history can 
have no meaning. Hence he wrote his great 
and memorable words: ‘Religion is, from a cer- 
tain point of view, the product of human in- 
ability to acquiesce to an unmoral or amoral 
world-totality.” This cosmos—this—shaped us 
after this fashion and so it is our “moral sense,” 
product of this universe, which demands the 
“assumption that within this cosmos there exists 
an even higher moral awareness which would 
preclude total annihilation as an epilogue to 
human fate.”’. 


AAS PAssIONATELY and compassionately as any 

man of our time Greenberg desired the ‘‘zoo- 
logical suffering” of man to end: hunger, 
oppression, war. But he knew, too, having seen 
it with his own eyes, that “terror is no express 
train to a golden age,” and also, and supremely, 


JEwisH FRONTigR 


that no golden age will be reached by fixing 
attention only on the “economic” man, only on 
the elimination of “zoological suffering.” For 
man is one, a creature whose tensions and griefs 
and insufficiencies come from his “immortal 
longings” as much as from his empty belly and 
that, therefore, all the socialist Utopias were 
and are shot through with a kind of inverted 
romanticism. If socialism is to survive it must, 
according to Greenberg, survey critically its 
present ends; it may carefully use some of them 
as means towards its single intelligible goal, 
namely, the increase in “human dignity” and 
“social worth.” And finally—and how far- 
reaching that is—he analyzed the immediate 
tendency of both socialists and non-socialists to 
make an idol of the State which is, of course, 
“no substantial entity independent of the in- 
dividuals who composed it.” With such tran- 
quil words he destroyed again and again the 
regnant superstitions of this time; the super- 
stition of the economic man and the type of 
Utopia required by him; the superstition that 
secularism is enough; the superstition that the 
demands of faith are a “failure of nerve”; the 
whole web of the superstitions of materialism 
and nihilism. 

How did he almost alone amid his groups 
and in his time attain these rare, these precious, 
these here and now incomparable insights? | 
have been told that he wrote verse or had writ- 
ten verse. I never saw these verses nor even 
know in what language he had written them. 
But I never saw him nor heard him but I knew 
that I was in the presence of both a poet and a 
saint. And of such—poets and saints—have 
always been the unafraid, the heroes and the 
heretics, the “untimely” ones to whom the age, 
thier own age, does not pay heed, but who 
prove to be the “timeless” ones when history 
has spoken its succeeding words. 


The Simpletons’ International 


by Hayim 


N KIsHINEV, we are told—as in all Bessarabia 

—there are no longer any Jews. Krushevan’s 
dream of long ago has been realized through 
Hitler: Bessarabia is cleansed of Jews, and on 
the streets of its capital there is not a Jew to 
be seen. A community (how many generations 
old I do not know) has ceased to exist. 

I close my eyes for a moment, and cannot see 
it. It is impossible to conceive of Kishinev with- 
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out its Jews, perhaps because I simply cannot 
picture the city of my childhood without my- 
self in it. As long as the city itself stands, if 
only with some of its buildings, with its streets 
and alleys, with its boulevard and majestic park, 
I am still a part of it, and the Hitlers and 
Antonescus do not exist who can banish that 
“self” of mine from there. I am still there, 
wrapped in the impudent fantasy of my boy- 
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hood and its foolish visions of the millennium 
already knocking on the door asking to be 
gdmitted—in all my apparent modesty and in- 
nermost arrogance, the arrogance of a young 
upstart with a plan for curing the world of its 
deformities, its blemishes and its eccentricities. 
[am still there, with my “undying” friendships 
and the ghost-shapes of my boyhood comrades. 

Yes, my comrades. . . . There were five of us 
in that intimate circle, who in the course of 
those few years met every day, come thunder 
and lightning. The policemen around the boule- 
yard and park knew us well and dubbed us with 
the whimsical name of J/unoglotateli (moon 
swallowers). Apparently, that was because on 
moonlit nights we would stroll around until the 
dawn. That wasn’t our only nickname. An 
ill-tempered small-time Jewish lawyer hung 
another appellation on us—Internazional Dur- 
akov (the International of Simpletons). 


THE FIVE LOYAL FRIENDS were of four different 

nationalities: Dudye Rapaport and my un- 
worthy thirteen-year-old self ‘“‘represented” the 
Jewish people, Kolya Dolgolev was a Russian, 
Kostya Codrean boasted of his Rumanian ances- 
try and Giovanni Tedesco was a German, one 
of the chief choir boys in the small Lutheran 
church near the Governor’s mansion. This alone 
was reason enough for the grousing lawyer to 
stamp us as an International, to say nothing 
of the fact that in our “plans,” which were kept 
secret from no one, there existed no very clear 
boundaries between countries and even con- 
tinents. 

But we were even more renowned, as I now 
recall, by the name which Dudye Rapaport’s 
fun-loving aunt bestowed upon us: The Club 
of the Khohmatches. A Khohmatch was her 
name for the kind of person who considers him- 
self the wisest of the wise, and does in fact 
possess khohma (wisdom) of a sort—an idiotic 
sort. But what difference did this or the other 
name make? What mattered was that we were 
very important in our own eyes, and that we 
had an unshakable faith in our ability, if only 
given the chance—and sooner or later it would 
have to be given us—to bring order to the sinful 
and stupid world, to everyone’s eventual satis- 
faction. 

First we would, of course, have to dethrone 
every tyrant—and to us every king was a tyr- 
ant: Nicholas the Second, and Wilhelm, and the 
Shah of Persia, and Franz Joseph, and the 
“crowned grafters of Bucharest,” and even the 
King of England. In school we were the out- 
standing students in geography (we needed geo- 
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graphy for our “task”), and though we knew 
that kings were not all alike and that the English 
sovereign was nothing but an “old stick of fur- 
niture,” a sort of decoration, we nevertheless 
begrudged even him his royal throne. Kolya 
Dolgolev would actually argue that the word 
“king” must be deleted from the dictionary— 
there simply isn’t and never has been such an 
animal—and that you can’t ever be safe with 
“that gang”; today it may be only pomp and 
circumstance, but tomorrow it will bring a de- 
mand for real power. 


[ RECALL THE TIME during the Act (the cere- 

mony marking the close of the school year) 
when we were addressed, in addition to the 
inspector, by two priests and the Kishinev Ka- 
zionny Rabbin, the teacher of Jewish religion 
in all the city’s high schools. The Rabbi felt 
the urge to wax patriotic, and quoting the Tal- 
mudic dina d’malkhuta dina—the law of the 
state is the law—he reminded the Jews that state 
is the equivalent of kingdom, and that according 
to the Torah, therefore, every king is God- 
ordained. 

The following week there appeared another 
issue of the illegal newspaper published by the 
Club of the Khohmatches, in twenty-one hec- 
tographed copies, in which the traitorous rabbi 
received his just punishment. Dudye Rapaport 
took revenge on him for his monarchism in a 
poem whose first verse I still remember: 

Neither Rabbi nor teacher of the word of God 
But a two-faced hypocrite and Pharisee; 

May the Almighty curse you, soulless clod, 
Bootlicker that you are, and despots’ lackey. 

But freeing the world of despots was only the 
first step. The second was to be the abolition of 
poverty, and from the small Socialist-Revolu- 
tionary group that used to gather every Sunday 
afternoon—ironically enough—in the home of 
a police captain, we already knew that this 
necessitated a social revolution, which Kolya 
Dolgolev described as a very brief but extremely 
bloody surgical operation. In his terminology 
it consisted of lopping off all turned-up noses. 
Then, let the exploiters walk around with snub- 
nosed faces! 


THE ONLY ONE who was beset by some doubts 

on this matter of a surgical operation was the 
German. Giovanni Tedesco, who we had at 
first refused to believe was a German because 
his name sounded Italian (as a matter of fact 
he was born in Italy, where his father had once 
been the organist of a Lutheran church), he was 
very musical, and for all his tender years ex- 
traordinarily educated. He could read poetry 








in three languages—lItalian, German and Rus- 
sian—and would be moved to tears by Bach’s 
chorales, able to display maidenly tenderness and 
sentimentality on one occasion, and on another 
unreasoning murderous anger and _ suspicious 
cruelty toward dogs and birds. 

He was the best read among us. All year long 
he had been struggling between two magnetic 
forces—Tolstoi’s sermons on “Christian Love” 
and Nietzsche’s anti-Christ and superman. Dur- 
ing his Nietzschean weeks he used to dream he 
was wandering all alone up in Lapland, with a 
murderous knife in his hand, and quenching his 
enormous thirst by guzzling the warm blood of 
a deer whose belly he had just ripped open; or 
again that he was carrying off by brute force a 
tall, buxom blond maiden into the gloomy depths 
of the primeval forest, to the accompaniment of 
a war song sung by an invisible choir in a strange 
but definitely oriental language (he would “re- 
call” certain words of the song and persuade 
himself that they were Sanskrit). 

One fine day, having once for all decided he 
was a Nietzschean and an enemy-unto-death of 
all “‘oily sentimentalism,” he went off to the 
Turkish bath-house to undergo, as it were, the 
ritual of a new baptism—the ablution of super- 
manism. But it was precisely in the bath-house 
that the small “blond beast” received his coup 
de grace. A huge, broad-boned and big-bellied 
oaf with a big cross dangling on his hairy chest 
came over to him naked, holding a piece of soap. 

“Hey there, sonny, soap up my back and 
wash it with hot water, and then whack me good 
and hard with this brush.” 

Tedesco forgot for a moment that the steam 
bath was a kind of Jordan for him, in which he 
was to receive his Nietzschean revelation, and 
proceeded with all his strength to soap and wash 
the tremendous back. Only when he began to 
whack him with the brush, and the hairy giant, 
out of sheer joy, started to sing in a hoarse bass 
voice, did Tedesco remember that on this, the 
most momentous day of his life, he was but a 
servant of one of nature’s baser products. The 
thought that in that case he was also a slave crea- 
ture, in fact a slave of slaves, threw him into such 
a rage that he started to whack his “‘master’s” face 
with the brush. In surprise and panic the tow- 
ering figure fell to the floor, striking blood from 
his nose and mouth. But when he recovered his 
bearings he rained such fierce blows upon our 
transported superman that Giovanni was laid 
up sick and bruised for an entire week. After 
that unsuccessful baptism he was through, as he 
himself solemnly declared, with individualism 
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of any kind, whether Nietzschean or Tolstoian, 
and he proclaimed his “final agreement” with 
the social revolution. 


HowEVER, FOR THE “SIMPLETONS, INTERNA- 
TIONAL” the abolition of poverty was not 

enough to solve all social problems. The five 
Khohmatsches took it upon themselves to 
settle the claims of the various nationalities 
as well, and for Dudye Rapaport and my- 
self the matter of Zionism was, as we used 
to express it with an air of pretentiousness 
and the weightiness of a lawyer’s Latin, conditio 
sine qua non. Give the Jews a land and we agree 
to effect the social revolution; if not, we dis. 
associate ourselves from the project, for after 
the “surgical operation” there must not remain 
in all the world a single oppressed people. 

The three non-Jews of the International could 
not at first grasp the problem: Why do Jews 
need a land, when after the revolution they can 
have the world? But I impressed Kolya Dol- 
golev, I remember, when I once asked him, using 
his own terminology, how he would feel on the 
morrow after the revolution, if he were to see 
that all the peoples had straight noses, but one 
people alone, the Jews, continued to wander 
about ‘the world “pug nosed.” Dudye Rapaport 
added an amendment to my question: “pug- 
nosed—and cross-eyed.” 

Our argument won out. The three non-Jews 
agreed that the general plan of settling nation- 
ality claims must include a Jewish Palestine. 


GERIOUs DIFFERENCES OF OPINION arose in the 

International, however, when we came to the 
problem of Bessarabia itself. In those years there 
were not even any signs of a Rumanian irredenta 
in Bessarabia, but our Rumanian, Kostya Cod- 
rean, had some relatives in Piatro Neamt, whith- 
er he would go every year with his parents for 
the winter vacation, and whence he would bring 
the information that certain partriots still faith- 
fully awaited the hour of justice, when the 
severed province would be returned to its legiti- 
mate owner. Kostya Codrean began to sympa- 
thize with those patriots—though Ais hour of 
justice was the social revolution—and on his 
table we began to notice, from time to time, 
collections of Rumanian patriotic songs which 
we could not read. The inner harmony of our 
International was endangered. 

The Rumanian had a powerful point. “Just 
go two miles out of Kishinev, and you will find 
that no one understands Russian anymore. What 
kind of Russia do you call that?” And Kolya 
for his part argued with heated conviction: “The 
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culture of the region is Russian; before the Rus- 
sans came here this was merely a bit of Turkish 
desert inhabited by primitives, whereas the only 
monument erected to a poet in all of Bessarabia 
‘s Pushkin’s.” Kostya protested in turn that this 
was Great-Russian chauvinism, for what counts 
s the origin and language of the majority, and 
not a forcibly superimposed foreign culture. 

Kolya thereupon called upon Zionism to sup- 
port his claim: Here we've just agreed that 
Palestine must be given to the Jews, although 
everyone knows that the majority in Palestine 
are Arabs, while the Jews bring with them a 
modern culture. At this Kostya, in a rage, 
roared that this was not why he agreed to 
Zionism; it was because of the “historic right” 
of the Jews to Palestine. 

He drew further support from the fact that 
Bessarabian Jews who had never gone through 
school knew very little Russian, while the ma- 
jority of them spoke Rumanian quite well, with- 
out the help of schools or textbooks. This was 
proof enough that the region was essentially 
Rumanian. And what’s more (Kostya knew 
more than a bit of Yiddish), just listen to what 
the Jews of Bessarabia sing. Their Jewish songs 
are shot through with Rumanian phrases. When 
Jews get jolly over a glass of wine they sing, 
"Zice lumea eu’s bogat” (The world says I am 
rich), and even one of their Sabbath songs be- 
gins with a Rumanian line: Iaca vini sambata, 
ach, Doamne, Doamne (Now does the Sabbath 
draw nigh, God, oh God); but there are no 
Russian elements in the local Jewish folklore. 


UDYE RAPAPORT AND I spent many long 

weeks unable to determine which side we fa- 
vored. The Rumanian appealed to us ‘because 
of the democratic tone of his arguments, and 
the Russian—well, the Russian just didn’t need 
any arguments. We were “Russian” ourselves 
in a sense, and found it very peculiar to imagine 
this sectidn, this very town in fact—with Push- 
kin’s monument at its center, with its streets 
resounding to the lusty girlish singing of Rus- 
sian songs, with its frequent evenings of declam- 
ations, with its Russian Revolutionary groups 
and cliques, with its Bernstein-Cohen proving, 
in Russian, that every thinking person must be 
a Zionist, and with that lanky youth from Pol- 
tava who was making a name for himself with 
his baritone voice and who would often run 
through Frug’s Russian songs with us—sud- 
denly, without a by-your-leave, being told: 
“From this day on, you are Rumania.” 

Complete harmony was at long last re- 
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stored in our International by the German “rep- 
resentative.” One day Tedesco came in with a 
large shéet of ruled paper, on which were enum- 
erated about twenty countries, the extent of 
their territories and the size of their populations. 
His charts “clearly proved” that Palestine was 
too small to accommodate all the Jews, that in 
justice to us we needed an additional territory, 
and that the most suitable country for the sec- 
ond Jewish republic—to be set up, with God’s 
blessing, immediately after the social revolution 
—was Bessarabia. In short, the region was to be 
neither Rumanian nor Russian, but Jewish. 


I can’t exactly recall to what extent his argu- 
ments won us over. Kishinev as a second Jer- 
usalem must undoubtedly have been a concept 
we could not easily assimilate. The Russian and 
the Rumanian, however, after a few weeks of 
misgivings, gave their consent to the proposal, 
and in time the idea took hold upon the two 
Jews as a “realistic plan,” into which we began 
to inject not a few romantic ingredients of our 
own. 


It was as though a heavy stone had suddenly 
fallen from our hearts. That Bessarabia con- 
tained a few million non-Jews seemed no great 
obstacle at all. For iconoclasts and global archi- 
tects like us this was a ridiculously easy task. 
“You take” the Rumanians and send them all 
away to Rumania, and “you send” the Russians 
to Russia. (“They have,” Tedesco said, “enough 
uncultivated fertile land there.”) and you leave 
behind only the tiny ethnic fragments—Ger- 
mans, Bulgarians, Armenians, Gypsies and the 
handful of Swiss Frenchmen—who by virtue of 
their number can have no political demands. 
Then you throw wide open the gates and pro- 
claim to the Jews throughout the world: ““Who- 
ever does not go to Palestine, come here, to live 
‘each under his vine and his fig tree.’” Forced 
evacuation, you see, was actually our “inven- 
tion,” only we applied the process to Gentiles, 
not to Jews.... 


EARLY ONE SUNDAY MORNING we set down on 

paper, for eternity, our entire plan, including 
the “second Judenstaat.” We all signed the 
document, deposited it in a flask which we then 
tightly corked and hid in a deep hole we had 
dug that same day outside the city limits, near 
the Boyukanski Spusk. After the social revolu- 
tion, we swore, no matter where fate might take 
us, we would all meet again by the Boyukanski 
Spusk, dig up the flask with its document, and 
set about to effect the as yet unrealized parts of 
the program. 
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The years have sped by, and it is not since 
yesterday that my hair is turning gray... . 
Who of our International is still among the 
living? Dudye Rapaport’s turbulent temper 
drove him first to China and then to America, 
where he died of tuberculosis somewhere near 
San Francisco. Kolya Dolgolev lost his life on 
the Volga, in the days of the Civil War. The 
Bolshevik model of the “surgical operation” 
did not please him. He saw too clearly that the 
new commissarial noses beginning to turn up 
would not be easily cut off afterwards. I want 
to believe that my Rumanian, Codrean, and 
the German with the Italian. name, Tedesco, are 
still in this world. It is even possible that they 
are still—or again—in Bessarabia. Who and 
what are they today? Do they ever recall their 
early youth, when surrounded on all sides by 
hatred, suspicion and prejudice, and constantly 
breathing in foul pogrom-air we, two Jewish 
boys and three Gentiles, created and cultivated 
our miniature League of Nations with impudent 
fantasy and comic self-importance? 

But what if they do remember? Who is there 
to derive pleasure or warmth from this recol- 
lection? 

Bessarabia has not been established as the “‘sec- 
ond Judenstaat.” Instead, its Jewish community 


Confessions of an 
by James 


Pstars BEN GuRION is right. Perhaps it is 

necessary to segregate the “Zionist” from the 
“Friend of Israel.” But perhaps also his pro- 
posal to define a Zionist as one who settles in 
Israel for programatic reasons is a drastic and 
dangerous over-simplification, not so much 
heroic as naive in its approach to delicate and 
difficult problems. 

Some questions are best approached by in- 
trospection. One may not be unique in his 
perplexities. ‘The currents that run through 
one’s own mind and heart may move in others 
as well. I do not know that my own case is 
typical, but I set down here the varying moods 
and motives of which I am aware from time to 
time in the hope that I may not be alone in 
feeling them. 

I did not come to Zionism by conversion. I 
was born into it and reared in it. All that I 
came to know of Jewish life and Jewish history 
was habitually seen through its lens. Its classical 


JEWIsH Front 


has been completely destroyed. But our docy. 
ment, I imagine, is still in its vault, whole and 
untouched, and it seems to me that I still re. 
member the spot near the Boyukanski Spusk 
where we hid it... 


AALt sorts OF STRANGE THOUGHTS come to 
mind, thoughts shot through with an ad. 
mixture of unpardonable egocentricity: It js 
possible that the last remnant of the bit of ciy. 
ilization the world has possessed will be sub. 
merged in the blood-deluge of the prseent war 
(a sinful, criminal thought, but banish it if you 
can). A thousand or two thousand years hence, 
during a new cycle of world-civilization, an 
archaeological expedition will be excavating on 
the present site of Kishinev, and—who knows— 
is it stupid to think the flask and its paper may 
still be found intact? Perhaps they will dig up 
the document with our five signatures. . . 
Therefore let me, old fool that I am, and un- 
pardonable egocentric, make this note for the 
historians of the distant future: ‘“This is to let 
you know that the Society of Five was known, 
among its other names, by that of “The Sim- 
pletons’ International.’ ” 


(Translated from the Yiddish by Ari Lashner) 


American Zionist 
G. Heller 


estimate of the meaning of dispersion, of the 
situation of the Jew in the modern world, has 
always been mine. I did not accept these things 
thoughtlessly, but after a good deal of reading, 
and as a result of experiencing the anti-Semitic 
crises of our time. Even the Dreyfus trial I 
remember vaguely. As a child I used to leaf 
through bound copies of magazines, in which 
were many articles about it, and caricatures and 
cartoons. I have a dim recollection of the re- 
ports of the First Basle Congress of 1897. Even 
in my early years I was immersed in the thinking 
of Hess, Pinsker, Achad Ha’am, Herzl, Nordau, 
and many others. 

Among other things, I recall too the climate 
of debate in which early Zionism moved: small 
groups of Zionists, isolated but aglow with con- 
viction; the circumambient scorn of the major- 
ity; the occasional rumors of early settlements 
in Eretz Israel; the debates about Uganda; the 
advocates of a “Charter” and of “Gegenwart- 
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srbeit.” But I recall also the frequency with 
which Zionist leaders stressed that there was 
and could be no incompatibility between loyalty 
to Zion and to the land of one’s birth or adop- 
tion; that Zion was for those who wished to go, 
not for those who wished to stay. Moreover, 
since it was a revolutionary doctrine in Jewish 
life, Zionism busied itself with the nature of 
the Jewish community, the democratic charac- 
ter of its agencies, the quality of Jewish educa- 
tion it advocated and instituted, and the revival 
of Hebrew as a living tongue. From the very 
beginning thoughtful Zionists perceived clearly 
that they must alter the direction and the in- 
forming spirit of both the Eastern and Western 
Jewish worlds, in the Europe that had devel- 
oped since the Emancipation, in the Russia of 
the Tsars, and in the free community of 
America. 

There were Zionist tenets concerning the pre- 
cariousness of Jewish life in the Diaspora, not 
merely as a result of periodic historic distur- 
bances but arising out of its very nature. There 
were Zionist judgments upon the Jewish cul- 
‘ture that had existed in the two millenia since 
the Second Destruction. These I did not accept 
lightly or thoughtlessly. I immersed myself in 
Jewish history and in Jewish literature. Out of 
these, certain broad generalizations emerged 
which have remained with me to this day. Each 
of them is in reality a thesis that deserves ex- 

y tended documentation and defense. All that I 
can do here is to set them down, to nail them 
to the doors of the past and present. 

I. During the centuries of the Diaspora Jew- 
ish life has exhibited two special qualities: com- 
parative normality and astonishing creativeness, 
but also the great price of adaptation paid in 
the struggle to survive and to attain and main- 
tain these qualities. 

II. The truth appears to lie between the ex- 
tremes. One ought contend neither that the 
Galut has been arid and worthless, that it has 
been a curse upon the Jewish people; nor ought 
one assert, as some do, that it was intended as 
a blessing, that it has tended on the whole to 
spiritualize and disseminate the principles of the 
Jewish tradition. 

III. Though it has played a not inconsiderable 
role, anti-Semitism must not be regarded as 
the chief cause for the genesis of Zionism. There 
were also causes which lay deep within Jewish 
consciousness. Primarily, Zionism must be con- 
ceived as an effort to return through political 
and economic normalization to the highway of 
our cultural destiny. 


11 


IV. The Jewish renascence which it was 
hoped Zionism would entail was not intended to 
connote withdrawal, isolation or retreat into 
the confines of the Jewish group. Its goal was 
to recreate without sacrificing universality. 
Through Zion Jews were to rediscover the pos- 
sibility of the active assimilation of other cul- 
tures into their own without the ever-present 
danger of becoming deracinated. 


AAND YET, throughout my life I have been aware 

that it was not as simple as all this. I recall 
a long session I had with Tchernichowsky years 
ago, while he was touring the country, a dis- 
cussion on the possibility of combining the He- 
braic and the Hellenic traditions. My reading 
reminded me of the periods in which Jews strove 
to adjust their specific heritage to other great 
streams of thought, of the eras. of creative re- 
sponse to the universe and to life. These were 
not grudging efforts. They were not forced 
upon the Jewish community, for during these 
times the Jewish people, though in Diaspora, 
had an active and vigorous life of its own, com- 
munal forms that were self-contained and con- 
tinuous. I recalled all the work that had been 
done in the period when Judaism came into 
contact with the Hellenic tradition. Not all of 
this was expressed in the intrepid struggle and 
victory of the Hasmoneans. Surely the infiltra- 
tion of certain types of mysticism into the 
Apocalyptic literature, the hypostasis of Wis- 
dom or the Logos, were to be ascribed to the 
adjustment of Judaism to many of the doctrines 
and tendencies of Hellenism. I recalled that there 
were prayers that survived only in the Patristic 
literature of the early Church, which were recog- 
nizably Jewish, but prayers which represented 
the attraction of pagan mysticism culminating 
in Pauline Christianity. My mind went back 
to the Neo-Platonism of Philo, the profound 
enthusiasm which he put into his allegorical 
interpretation of Scriptures, his attempts to 
demonstrate that all the fundamental spiritual 
and ethical concepts of the great Greek tradi- 
tion were to be found in the Bible. Memory 
brought back the strange feeling I had had, in 
reading Josephus, some of the rabbinic sources, 
and Philo’s “De Vita Contemplativa” (about 
the Therapeutae), that the Essenes must have 
reflected the infiltration of Buddhist thought 
and Buddhist asceticism into Israel. At the time 
there was no evidence for this. Later records 
came to light showing that in the reign of 
King Asoka, when all India was Buddhist, the 
missionaries of the system of Gautama had pen- 
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etrated into the lands of the Middle East. Next 
there passed before my mind’s eye the centuries 
in which Jewish philosophy adjusted itself to 
Aristotelianism and to the Kallam of the Islamic 
Middle Ages. To the same series of phenomena 
must certainly be added Rashi’s custom of in- 
serting in his commentary words in old French 
(one of the earliest sources for the language), 
which he calls B’laz (Bil’shon am zor); Moses 
Mendelssohn’s New Phaedo, and a host of other 
periods and works to be ranged under the same 
tendency. The fact appears clear that through 
all the history of the Diaspora, but more in- 
tensively at certain times and in certain lands, 
Jews had been far from insensitive to the general 
trends in the world of letters, to systems of 
thought, even to science and medicine and math- 
ematics; that they had been eager to absorb all 
that was new and valuable and to smelt it with 
their own historical traditions. But it seemed 
clear also that, with the exception of a few 
places where Jews were absorbed, where they 
yielded completely to the blandishments of other 
cultures and other ways of thought, they had 
exhibited an exceptional capacity to absorb all 
this into the mainstream of their consciousness 
without destroying or diverting its essential 
direction. 

All these things which went into the shaping 
of my own mind did not stand alone. No one 
is formed merely by reading, by delving into 
the reaches of history. My mind and my heart 
went their own way. I was born and reared in 
America. Looking back upon it, I perceive now 
that my early life was quite atypical. For I had 
two possessions usually regarded as antithetical: 
a sense of complete naturalness and at-home-ness 
in America, of participation in and understand- 
ing of its life and spirit; and an innate, unaf- 
fected, untormented and constantly deepening 
sense of Jewishness. This later was never, I pride 
myself in believing, negative or apologetic. 
Later on, as my acquaintance with the vagaries 
of Jewish life and of the Jewish record in Amer- 
ica deepened and broadened, I came to perceive 
that one can be ridiculous about America too. 
Many have been, with ease and consummate 
pretentiousness. The phrases coined by many 
about Washington being our Jerusalem and 
America our Zion appeared to me symptomatic 
of a certain lack—shall we say—of Jewish per- 
spective and even of simple self-respect. 


BUT FAR FROM ALL that was written about 
American and Jewish ideals was fatuous or 
pathological. Far from all of it was a too swift 
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and too gladsome leaping into the embrace of 
arms not always wide open. For there exists 
a deep historical and human nexus between the 
ideals of our prophets and those of America, 
As it emerged out of the centuries of explora. 
tion and settlement, the very air of America 
fostered religious liberty, engendered a new 
vision of human freedom, in terms, true, of the 
libertarian doctrines of Locke and Jefferson and 
others, but culminating in the penetrating and 
touching personality and message of Abraham 
Lincoln, about the rights of the individual, the 
dignity of man, the ethical direction in which 
man should proceed. “Government of the peo- 
ple, by the people, and for the people” sounded 
to me like an American abbreviation of Isaiah, 
This was no accident, no simultaneity or analogy 
cast up by the tumultuous and chaotic waters 
of history. It was not an insuperable task to 
trace the line, to see how the Jewish concept of 
spiritual democracy, the Jewish concept of man, 
had meandered from the Bible, from the ac- 
counts of the Jewish Commonwealth, through 
Christian attempts to recover the early spirit of 
Jewish social and individual ethics, through the 
perpetual efforts of Christian reform movements 
to return to the “Old Testament,” through the 
deep Biblical background of men like Locke and 
of groups like the Pilgrims, into the context of 
modern strivings for freedom, for justice, into 
the warp and woof of America. 


And yet together with this went a sense of 
Jewish disintegration. The simile most often in 
my mind was that of the old fable of the sun 
and wind, wihch laid a wager upon the ability 
of each of them to induce a man to lay off his 
coat. It was not the wind that won, not the 
force that beat against him with force, that 
strove to overcome him with violence. It was 
the sun that shone upon him warmly, that ca- 
joled him with kindness. I was keenly aware of 
the weaknesses of American Jewish life. The 
other day I saw a beautiful moving-picture of 
the desert, of the occasional torrential rains that 
find their way over the barrier of the Sierras 
and fall upon it; the dry river-gorges that sud- 
denly fill with muddy water that tumbles and 
roars and leaps, and then diminishes in force and 
in violence next to the encompassing aridity of 
the sands until the river trickles out in the 
sand. Especially in my younger days the feelings 
of defeat, of diminution when confronted with 
the forces of the American environment, were 
everywhere in evidence. 

Out of the pioneers of German Jewish im- 
migration a new generation was emerging, psy- 
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chologically unstable, timid and ignorant. The 
pioneers had been men of exceptional intelli- 
gence, and of an incredible capacity to adapt 
themselves to the exigencies of a new land. My 
father had recorded the epic tales of some of 
those who had come into Louisiana, and who 
had first settled in the backwoods towns of that 
more-or-less primitive state: one who won his 
first chance by picking up a log in front of the 
village store and dumping off it some ten or 
more yokels who sat picking their teeth; of an- 
other who had peddled through the state, and 
then became the greatest sugar-planter of the 
South, who had tied together the ends of a crev- 
asse in the levee when the Federal engineers had 
failed. ‘There were still good men among their 
children and grandchildren, loyal, not yet es- 
tranged from their heritage. But the third gen- 
eration was already far along the way toward 
passive assimilation. Life took its obvious toll. 
Concentration upon material success, attained 
too swiftly and perhaps too readily, sapped the 
immemorial foundations. There were no effec- 
tive counter-forces against the environment. The 
Jewishness of these German-Jewish immigrants 
reduced itself with tragic celerity into a Jewish 
version of the Deism of the 17th and 18th cen- 
turies, to philanthropy, to the remnants of mere 
clannishness. Much of the theology which these 
men extrapolated in Reform Judaism (and this 
must not be taken as a judgment upon what 
Reform Judaism has become since then, in its 
obvious capacity to correct many of its blunders, 
in its new linking to Jewish destiny, to the 
Jewish people, in its deeper and more mature 
approach to its own theoretical premises) was a 
barefaced evasion, a turning away from all that 
had been unique, sane and perennial, even in the 
Diaspora. 


Anv amonc Russian Jews I beheld the deep 

rift driven between the early generations, 
children coming out of homes warmly Jewish, 
possessing beneath the shell of Orthodoxy a 
spontaneous and profound sense of oneness with 
the past and with their people, loving Sholom 
Aleichem and Peretz, exhibiting many of the 
endemic Jewish qualities of love of learning, of 
a passion for social justice, of the special pre- 
cipitate which the ages of the Diaspora had left 
among the masses of our people; and now drift- 
ing into the American street at its worst, spirit- 
less and filled with the acids of corruption, ab- 
sorbing from the American public school often 
not its best but its worst, coalescing among them 
like the first solid in a chemical compound a 
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mass of “unaffiliated,” boys and girls and then 
men and women without integration with their 
own families or their Jewish milieu. Together 
with all of the good that came with East Euro- 
pean settlement in America this was an out- 
standing circumstance, a central phenomenon. 
And it was acutely disturbing. 

Not all has been dark since then. It would 
be an egregious error to believe that these proc- 
esses have continued unabated, that the flow has 
all been in one direction, undeterred by external 
change or by autonomous realization. In my 
own lifetime I have witnessed the turn of the 
tide in America. The tide does not turn of a 
sudden. My memory reminded me of the fam- 
iliar stanza by Arthur Hugh Clough: 

For while the tired waves, vainly breaking, 
Seem here no painful inch to gain, 
Far back, through creeks and inlets making, 
Comes silent, flooding in, the main, 
Many forces were silently at work upon my 
community. Let us list some of them much too 
briefly and superficially: the gradual disappear- 
ance of grouping by Landsmannschaften, the 
blurring of the dividing lines in communal af- 
fairs, and the resultant, partial, coalescence of 
communities and of the national community; 
the widening of the base of Jewish philanthro- 
phy; the struggle against the domination of the 
community, along traditional lines, by small 
self-appointed men and groups, venturing to 
speak and act in the name of the whole; the 
various, somewhat frenetic, episodes making for 
Jewish democracy; the growth of some schools 
and seminaries, which have become radiating 
centers of knowledge and learning; the terrific 
impact of Hitlerism, of the murder of six mil- 
lion Jews, and the consequent and more or less 
automatic clinging together of almost all the 
members of the American Jewish community; 
the long-time and pervasive result of the growth 
of Zionism from being the possession of small 
and scattered minorities, into a great popu- 
lar movement; the strengthening of the syna- 
gogue (a typical and often ignored phenomenon 
of the last half-century in America) in numbers, 
vitality and influence, until it has come to serve 
as a kind of rallying-point for American Jewish 
life. Doubtless there are other evidences that 
might be enumerated. The end-result appears 
to be that, though our community is yet far 
from cohesiveness and creative synthesis, it has 
been moving decisively in these directions. There 
exists still a tragic majority, whose relation to 
their people is either tenuous or non-existent, 
who constitute a “periphery” of Jewish life. 
Possibly this has always been so, even in the great 
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ages of faith. There is evidence in the writings 
of the great rabbis, like Akiba, Meier, ben Zac- 
chai, and others, that this was so even in their 
remarkable days. But a periphery implies a cen- 
ter, a more or less extensive and ponderable mass 
which it encloses. It is my conviction that that 
center and that mass now exist in America. 


[s THERE a necessary or probable historic limit 

to the development? Must American Jewry 
go the way of German Jewry, or that of the 
Russian Pale? Must American Jews look for- 
ward to a sudden drop in the temperature of 
their world, to the slow and inexorable (or 
swift and decisive) growth of anti-Semitism 
here? Are there forces within the community 
that will negate the gains made, cancel them, 
bring them to naught? 

Two forces in relation to the Jewish com- 
munity must be taken into account, if we are 
to formulate a judgment as to the probable 
future of Jews in the United States. 


It may be, as many of our friends in Israel 
assure us vehemently and repeatedly, that we 
are completely deceived as to our position here, 
that we are given over to cozening ourselves, to 
“hiding ourselves from our own selves.” No 
one will deny that there is anti-Semitism in 
America, that the phenomenon waxes and 
wanes, that it contracts frequent and dishon- 
orable alliances with reaction, with Ameri- 
can Protean forms of fascism. Yet there appear 
to be recognizable and weighty differences that 
distinguish the situation and status of American 
anti-Semitism from the German variety. Here 
anti-Semitism must run counter to the entire 
tradition of American democracy, a tradition 
that has never existed in Germany. Here it must 
negate, conceal and pervert the minds of many 
people from remembering the beliefs in which 
they were reared; the spirit that animates the 
credal sections of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence and of the Constitution; the understand- 
ing and the deep objectives Lincoln brought into 
the years before and the period during the Civil 
War; the precedents of Virginia and the adop- 
tion of the “Bill of Rights;” the progress now 
being made, slowly and against countless dif- 
ficulties, but made nonetheless, against racial and 
religious prejudices. All this does not exist mere- 
ly on paper. It is not simply a matter of docu- 
ments, of history. There are men all over Amer- 
ica who will rise to defend these principles, and 
they will find an answering chord in countless 
hearts. The wily employment of anti-Semitism 
as a smoke-screen for anti-democratic proposals 
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is not a secret device to many Americans, and 
this knowledge tends to set them on their guard, 

Despite attempts made earlier in this century 
by Lothrop Stoddard, Madison Grant and , 
number of others, anti-Semitism finds it fa 
from easy to summon to its help an insensate 
American racialism. I do not mean to deny that 
racialism of many kinds is to be found among 
us, and in many obnoxious and disturbing forms, 
mild and virulent too. And yet, despite the 
“Aryanism” of some immigration bills on the 
statute-books of our country, despite the exis. 
tence of “‘nativist,” white, Protestant groups, our 
population is too varied, their consciousness of 
their own racial diversity too acute, to make the 
way of the racial demagogue smooth. Similarly, 
the Marxist dogma that anti-Semitism and ra- 
cialism are a function of “capitalism,” finds lit- 
tle credence or acceptance among Americans, 

And yet no Jew who is not given over to 
smugness or insensitiveness will deny that anti- 
Semitism in America affects him, shapes some 
of the conditions that surround his life, intro- 
duces incessant themes into his American or 
Jewish self-consciousness, upon which his own 
experience plays its own specific set of varia- 
tions. Our literature has been producing a rather 
remarkable series of studies, fictional and non- 
fictional, of the psycho-pathology of the Jewish 
position vis-d-vis anti-Semitism. The same 
warping that can be discerned in Jewish life 
and literature in the lands from which Jews 
were exiled and in which they were maltreated 
through the centuries of the Dispersion is dis- 
cernible also here in America in countless subtle 
ways. That it is not equally obvious and strong 
is beside the point, but that it is there cannot be 
gainsaid. 


Ovr FRIENDS in Israel, those who have lately 

been writing about the nature and the prob- 
able fate of our community, may be addressing 
themselves to the wrong question. The question 
is not whether Jewish life in America will soon, 
or some day in the future, become untenable, 
whether the sudden shifts of our world will 
bring us to genuine jeopardy. The problem lies 
deeper. We Jews are wont to examine our prob- 
ems in the light of their deeper connotations, not 
to content ourselves with evaluating our position 
solely in terms of the pressures and opinions of 
the world without. We ought not be satisfied 
with rebuttals of the dire predictions that have 
been flung at us, with pointing out that the 
probabilities are neither as clear nor as constant 
as those describe them who view them from a 
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distance and by the perilous method of historic 
analogy. We ought to go on to an evaluation 
of our life which concerns itself with more cen- 
tral issues and needs, which treats of our adjust- 
ment to ourselves, our relation to our own his- 
tory, our future as an integrated and creative 
community. 

To what exent is it possible to be a complete 
man under the twin conditions of our life? Or, 
to what extent are we necessarily divided in 
purpose and split, schizophrenically, in life? 

Patently, freedom is more than the permissive 
or protective provisions of law. Freedom has 
to do with the possibility of evolving an inte- 
grated personality, of exploring and realizing 
all or most of one’s own inherent potentialities. 
Ishall never forget the first time I was in Pales- 
tine. It was in the days of the Mandate. On 
4 Saturday afternoon I walked the streets of 
Jerusalem, listened to the voices of the people, 
and observed their faces and their postures. I 
had always thought of myself completely as an 
American, uninhibited and free. Suddenly it 
came to me that it was not so, that I had never 
heen free in the sense in which were these men 
and women, these boys and girls. It was true 
that they were compassed with danger, then 
struggling against a Mandatory Power become 
more and more repressive and odious. Yet they 
walked with a simple dignity and a nonchalance 
that amazed me. Their eyes did not turn per- 
petually to the right or to the left. Amidst all 
their difficulties, at least one was no longer pres- 
ent: constant and half-fearful awareness of their 
neighbor, a pervasive sense of an atmosphere 
more or less unfriendly. Perhaps, I thought, un- 
der the stress of many centuries of historic con- 
tinuity, perhaps because many things had be- 
come unconscious or half-conscious in me as in 
my forefathers, I had mistaken partial for com- 
plete freedom, freedom under law for true 
freedom. 


THERE REMAINS a still deeper question, one that 

does not have to do with what others think 
of us or do to us, but stems from the condition 
of our own Jewish consciousness. How is it pos- 
sible to combine two cultures? Is not the at- 
tempt itself an effort to reconcile the irrecon- 
cilable, to set an impossible task for ourselves? 
Does it not constitute a denial of one of the most 
characteristic aspects of our Jewish heritage: the 
assertion and the conviction that Judaism is not 
primarily a creed but a “way of life,” which 
rests and must rest upon an eternal synthesis of 
“God, Torah, and Israel,” upon integral life 
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wihch binds together in reciprocal influence idea 
and people, culture and the bearer of the culture? 

Yet the interplay of cultures, in time, in a 
nation, and in the individual, may also be a crea- 
tive force. In the world of the spirit, too, cross- 
fertilization is of value. It is undeniable that the 
Bible transformed Babylonian and Egyptian 
myths out of recognizable shape and into a form 
and spirit vastly superior. But does this exclude 
the possibility that the creative genius of Israel 
may also have been quickened by them? Of 
course, the essential conditions were vitally dif- 
ferent. Even upon its precarious Judean hills 
Israel was spiritually and materially autochthon- 
ous. It was not perpetuating a culture, a faith, 
a way of life, in exile. Assimilation of that kind 
is not analogous to that we are called upon to 
make. Our danger and our difficulty are two- 
fold: to maintain a creative life at all, and, 
while struggling to maintain it, to preserve the 
capacity for creative assimilation. Some of its 
chapters, to which I have briefly referred, seem 
to indicate that this can be done brilliantly for 
a time, but not forever. 

Nor is this all. We Jews suffer from our own 
ills, our own unique situation; we suffer also 
from the ills that afflict the whole age. When we 
moved out of our isolation in the Middle Ages 
and in much of modern ‘times, out of a life 
that was im but not largely of the world, we 
lost much of our own inner strength. Jews are 
not uninfected by the skepticism and the sense 
of futility of this era. Some of our tendencies 
toward a thoughtless secularism, toward an ex- 
istentialist reinterpretation of the God-idea, 
toward an Israel that will be “like the nations,” 
away from the millennialism, the conviction of 
inner meaningfulness of the world and of man, 
have been robbing us of the strength of purpose 
which bore us up in the midst of the turbu- 
lences we have encountered. Not even a fatuous 
optimist could contend that either in Israel, or 
in the Diaspora, is Zionism a complete substi- 
tute for the sense of mission, the close inter- 
weaving of purpose and being, which our fore- 
fathers possessed. Much too often one hears 
from the mouths of Jews doubts about the 
whole raison-d’étre of the Jewish people. ‘These 
bespeak ignorance only in part. They are at 
least equally a revelation of disillusionment. The 
substitutes thus far proposed for the orthodox 
doctrine of revelation and of the mission of 
Israel are sadly deficient in vitamins. They may 
sound more rational, but they lack dynamism. 
Mountains are not moved by the disavowal of 


faith. 
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AALt THESE QUESTIONS and considerations re- 

‘volve in me. I seek and do not find clear 
answers. If I am frank with myself, I know 
that I cannot leave America. It is too late. My 
life is too far along its course. 


Does this make of me no better than a “friend 
of Israel”? Am I to be relegated to this place 
of coldness and remoteness? What of all the 
years I have thrown into the battle for the ideas 
of Zionism, and to aid in its task of winning 
the American Jewish community? I do not 
lament the contumely and the isolation my 
father endured so many years, and which at 
times I too have had to face. Over and above 
this has been a joy, the joy of participating in 
a great movement for Jewish renascence, the 
joy in seeing it emerge from dream into the 
realm of reality. Surely this has been no second- 
ary interest in my life, something to be described 
as a diffuse sense of interest or friendliness. Oh, 
no! It has always been a passionate feeling of 
identification, of going along with a rapid and 
significant current. 


There must be many in my condition, who 
resent instinctively and sharply the definition 
that has been proposed, and who resent it not 
because it describes correctly their own failure 
to migrate to Israel, but because it seems to 
them unfair and unjust. Doubtless there will 
be some Zionists, some Jews, who will elect to 
go to Israel from the United States—not many, 
as the likelihood now appears. But they will go 
out of a spirit far different, and a situation quite 
other, than that which brought the several 
Aliyot to the land of our fathers. The masses 
have responded to tragic need. They have gone, 
like Israel out of Egypt, because they were 
“driven.” Yet this is not the whole truth. 
Among the great builders of Israel there are 
many who chose to go to Palestine, to endure 
its dangers and its difficulties, to cling to it with 
a passion that has always drawn from the deepest 
waters of Jewish history. Perhaps some, and 
perhaps increasingly, will go in the same spirit 
from America, because they see clearly that 
this is the way to integrate their lives as Jews, 
because they will wish to play a part in the 
_ greatest Jewish adventure since the time of the 
Maccabees. 

But such a hope can be entertained only for 
those exceptionally sensitive as Jews. Impulses 
that demand such a degree of idealism can in- 
fluence no more than minorities. It was always 
the Sh’or, the “Remnant,” that would return! 

For the rest, must Zionism be written off? 
Must we now create a new order to be called 
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“Friends of Israel,” willing and perhaps eager 
to contribute toward the new land, solicitoys 
for its welfare, even eager to weave a fabric of 
interrelationship with it? 


To MY WAY OF THINKING, all this is violent and 

and premature. As we Jews often tend to be, 
it is too schematic, too eager to make sharp dis- 
tinctions and final decisions long before history 
and life are ready for them. There are still or. 
ganic differences in the American Jewish com- 
munity. During the propagandist period of 
Zionism these corresponded in large part with 
differences between the entire Zionist philosophy 
of Jewish life and its antitheses. Whatever terms 
we continue to use- (and perhaps a better one 
than “‘Zionism” can and should be found!) these 
differences will remain and are likely to be- 
come sharper as the years pass. The whole 
quality and character of American Jewish life 
are still in the balance. We have hardly begun 
to spin the web of our relationship with Israel. 
Dogmas and definitions will not cancel historic 
facts. They will not change the terms of this 
differential equation with three variables: Israel, 
the Diaspora, and the problem of Halutziut. 
These will continue to vary as functions of 
each other. And the entire direction and char- 
acter of American Jewish life is by no means 
an unimportant term in the whole. 


Nothing could be more shortsighted than to 
dissolve Zionism, or whatever it may be called 
in the future, as a force in American Jewish 
life, whether its members migrate to Israel or 
not. The same impetus that brought Israel into 
being, that is still needed to aid it and to take 
a deep interest in its evolution, is imperatively 
needed in the American Jewish community. 
Whatever we may think about ultimates, what- 
ever may prove to be the eventual fate or the 
eventual conformation of Jewish life here, we 
shall for long labor under the necessity of try- 
ing to bring back those who have no genuine 
relation with Jewish life, of increasing the tempo 
and the area of Jewish education, of relating 
our youth to Jewish idealism, of democratiziny 
Jewish life, of placing its emphasis not upon 
“defense” or upon “charity” so much as upon 
learning and life. Even under the difficulties 
and discouragements I have described earlier, 
we cannot escape the imperative character of 
these duties. 


Israel too must strive to understand. It must 
abandon its repudiation of the Galut. It must 
concentrate rather upon the longer and larger 
tasks for which it came into being. Israel must 
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conceive itself not primarily in terms of catas- 
trophe but related to the initiation of a long 
new period of Jewish history in which it shall 
constitute the center. Neither there nor here 
have we done more than make the barest begin- 
ning upon all this. It is far too early to indulge 
in what amounts to an “excommunication,” of 
Zionists who do not come to Israel. 

Some periods seem to engender confusion. 
This was the case when Weizmann organized 
the enlarged Jewish Agency. Non-Zionists 
agreed to cooperate in building up the Jewish 
settlement in Palestine without sharing the na- 
tional enterprise or the national philosophy of 
the Zionists. What real reason is there for be- 
lieving that the “Friends of Israel” will be willing 
to support it indefinitely, to give their allegiance 
to an integral concept of the Jewish people, to 
believe in and work for a maximal interpreta- 
tion of Jewish life here in America? From the 
distance of the Near East optimism like this 


may be possible, but to those who work day by’ 


day in American Jewish life the delusion is 
painfully clear. American Jewish life, frankly 
described, consists of a diminutive anti-Zionist 
minority, rabid, irreconcilable; at the other end 
of the gamut is an activist and much larger 
minority (yes, minority!) of those whose chief 
interest is Zionism, who have a conscious view 
of Jewish life which they want to implement 


here in America too. And, last but far from: 


least, there is an inert majority, sometimes drawn 
toward action by historic crises, but usually 
negative, passive, vague. It is a fact that there 
are excellent non-Zionists active in the service 
of the United Jewish Appeal, willing on occasion 
to cooperate in political aid to Israel, but this 
has nothing to do with the real problem, the 
problem of the long-range future of our com- 
munity, and its extensive and intensive relation 
with Israel. 


Wat emerces from ‘these thoughts seems 

fairly simple to me. Premature pronounce- 
ments, attempts to separate the sheep from the 
goats, do more harm than good. We should 
avoid, as we would the plague, attempts to 
freeze Jewish life in the form in which it is 
now. Our time is one of transition, a cliché 
which we repeat many times, but which is none- 
theless true. Our own community is not a 
fixed or even formulated entity; it is still be- 
coming, still shaping itself. After all, there were 
only a third of a million Jews here at the time 
settlement in Israel really began, in the early 
80s. More than five million Jews cannot be 
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expected to have coalesced, to have found one- 
ness in form or in content within the space of 
little more than seventy years. Even the rela- 
tion of Israel to our community is as yet far 
from clear. It will take time and development 
on both sides to exploit its implications in our 
history. It had always been the hope of Zionists 
that Israel would become a ferment, that it 
would not only signify freedom, completeness, 
creativeness, but also that it would have an 
increasing influence upon Jewish life every- 
where. For this it will obviously require time, 
much more time than it has yet had. Perhaps, 
too, it will work in ways different from those 
we had envisaged. Our own story abounds with 
what Morgan called “emergent evolution,” with 
sudden creative novelties. 

The consciousness of division, of complexity, 
which moves in me, and which this essay reveals, 
is surely not confined to me. I may be more 
clearly aware of it, but it is that of myriads of 
Jews in America. It is not to be resolved by 
fiat. Thunderous pronouncements, pat defini- 
tions, will not prove of great help. It does not 
derive from blurred thought, but rather from 
the difficulties which centuries of Jewish history 
and the special circumstances of our own com- 
munity have combined to create. Though my 
mind teems with hopes, though I see the way 
I would like American Jewry to go, I am con- 
tent to wait with some measure of patience, to 
trust to the genius of my people, to hold fast 
to the conviction that deep revolutions in Jewish 
life will be worked by the rebirth of Israel! 
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Foe THE PAST sixteen months, Kenya has been 

the scene of a bitter civil war accompanied 
by all the horrors and hatreds that civil war 
inevitably breeds. On one side is the fanatical 
band of Mau Mau terrorists, blind to every 
feeling but that of hatred for the white man 
whom they believe to have stolen their country, 
and motivated by the sole purpose of driving all 
white people out of Kenya. The Mau Mau 
band itself is probably comparatively small, but 
it has spread its influence by means of terrorism 
and its oath-taking ceremonies throughout the 
whole of the Kikuyu tribe and to other tribes 
in the territory. As a part of its object to drive 
out all the whites it has attacked also, and in- 
cidentally in greater numbers, those Africans 
who oppose its aims and methods and are willing 
to associate and co-operate with the Europeans. 
Attacks are also made upon Asiatics, who seem 
to be classed along with Europeans as an alien 
population. 

On the other side are ranged the forces under 
the control of the Government of Kenya in its 
effort to extirpate the Mau Mau rebellion. 
These forces present a curious mixture. First, 
there are the security forces, composed of the 
units of the British Army supported by bombers 
of the Air Forces. Then there is the Police 
Force, also heavily armed and working with the 
Army. The combatant section is complemented 
by Home Guard detachments drawn from the 
three races, especially organized to assist in the 
emergency. 

Behind these active forces there can be per- 
ceived a certain confusion of thought and feel- 
ing. The Europeans are all completely deter- 
mined to wipe out the Mau Mau revolt, but 
their motives and attitudes vary. Some fully 
support the Government in its campaign. Others 
are critical of the Government and would even 
like to see it replaced by one responsible not 
to the Colonial Office in London, but to the 
white settlers in Kenya itself; while some Euro- 
peans recognize that the future of Kenya de- 
pends on cooperation between the races, others 
believe that Kenya must be essentially a white 
man’s country with Africans there only to serve 
their white masters. The former consider that 
inter-racial understanding and cooperation is the 
only method of ending the present emergency, 
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while the latter would use the crisis in order to 
prevent any further African political advance 
and establish white domination. 

Of the non-European communities, the Asians 
are probably most united in their support for 
the Government’s policy. They even demanded 
that they should be included in the provision 
for conscription. Their attitude is clearly un- 
derstandable in view of the fact that their pre- 
occupation with commercial interests makes 
them extremely vulnerable to loss in the civil 
war. 

The motives and attitudes of the Africans 

are more mixed and confused even than those 
of the Europeans. The official African leaders, 
with Eliad Mathu at their head, have denounced 
Mau Mau terrorism from the start and have 
complained that the Government has restricted 
their opportunity of opposing it among their 
own people. Most of the Africans probably 
dislike the methods of Mau Mau, yet their exas- 
peration with racial discrimination is so deep and 
so widespread that there is a great deal of sup- 
port for the object at which the Mau Mau move- 
ment is aiming. Racial discrimination and land 
hunger are associated in the minds of the Afri- 
,cans with the presence of the European com- 
munity, and reform has been so slow and the 
activities of the European extremists so blatant 
that many Africans would undoubtedly like to 
see the Europeans leave the country. A battle 
is in fact being fought between the Mau Mau 
and the Government for the adherence of the 
African community and at the moment no de- 
cision in the struggle has been achieved. Many 
Africans are terrorized by the Mau Mau move- 
ment into giving it support. Others, despite 
their dislike of Mau Mau methods, consider it 
to be an African nationalist movement striving 
ultimately to establish an African state. Among 
those Africans who give active support to the 
Government there are a multitude of motives, 
not least of which is the hope of personal gain 
or the opportunity of settling old scores. 


HEN I was in Nairobi and Mombasa in 1951, 

I felt optimistic about the progress which 
Kenya was making. In this I was by no means 
alone. Kenya presents one of the most impor- 
tant problems in inter-racial relations in the 
world. It is the very apotheosis of the plural 
or multi-racial society. Here live side by side 
at least four different communities, each feeling 
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itself to be separate from the others. The Afri- 
can population is by far the largest, numbering 
now about five and a half million people. As in 
every other African territory, it is misleading 
to use the term “African,” for the differences 
between the African tribes are as great as those 
between the nations of Europe. Secondly, there 
are about 120,000 Asians, but here again the 
general term is inaccurate, for they are cer- 
tainly to be subdivided between Hindus and 
Moslems, while the latter section is itself further 
divided between the westernized followers of 
the Aga Khan and the more orthodox Moslem 
community. The European settlers now number 
about 40,000 and, in spite of different social 
backgrounds and occupational distinctions, are 
a broadly homogeneous community. So are the 
25,000 Arabs who have for many centuries used 
the Kenya coast as a base for ther trading activ- 
ities in East Africa. 

These four communities have been brought 
together by historical circumstances to live 
within one country whose future depends on 
their mutual confidence and understanding. Yet, 
with the differences of tradition, language, re- 
ligion and experience, and with the disparity 
of their respective opportunities, how can they 
be expetced to work out a modus vivendi? How 
is it conceivable for the Europeans, who have 
brought to this country law and order, modern 
science and transport, health facilities, educa- 
tion and agricultural knowledge, along with 
their capital, to accept with equanimity the 
development of a democracy which must in- 
evitably render them in time completely subject 
to the wishes of the African majority? How can 
the Africans, in their turn, retain the op- 
portunities which European immigration has 
brought, attain the full rights of citizenship 
which every socially conscious person must de- 
mand, without frightening the Europeans into 
removing their assistance? How can the skill 
and commerce of the Asians be retained so long 
as they remain subject to their present inferior 
status and are yet felt by African and European 
alike to be dangerous economic competitors? 

Here are but a few of the tremendously sig- 
nificant problems raised by the multi-racial 
character of this country. Yet, from what I 
saw in Nairobi and Mombasa, it seemed that 
social experimentation was taking place on such 
an active yet stable basis that Kenya might well 
teach Africa and the world some of the most 
important lessons in the solution of the prob- 
lems of a plural society. Discrimination, injus- 
tice and resentment abounded, yet it had become 
possible for leaders of all the races to discuss 
the problems of the country in peace and amity. 
Africans were advancing economically, socially 
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and politically; rapidly increasing provision was 
being made for non-European education; new 
housing and health schemes had been instituted 
and, above all, it was becoming generally ac- 
cepted that only through progressively destroy- 
ing color discrimination and ensuring inter- 
racial co-operation could Kenya develop as a 
nation. . 


[* was THUs with great disappointment and 

surprise that we heard of the outbreak of the 
civil war in the autumn of 1952. The fact that 
those of us who were concerned with the suc- 
cess of the Kenyan people in solving their inter- 
racial problems were surprised at the outbreak 
of this ferocious campaign is hardly to be won- 
dered at, for as late as the end of September 
1952, a representative of the Kenya Govern- 
ment assured the world that Mau Mau existed 
only in the minds of irresponsible newspapermen. 
The fact was that the thoughts of the Africans 
in their own reserves and on the European farms 
were almost entirely unknown. 

When the revolt came, it assumed not only 
a violent form, but one which used the super- 
stitions of African tribalism to harness to its 
cause not only the bodies and minds of Africans 
but their very souls. 


- What was the revolt against and how was 
it able to secure such widespread, support? The 
answer is comparatively simple. In spite of the 
progressive measures slowly taken by the Kenya 
Government, the White Highlands, the most 
fertile land in Kenya, were still reserved exclu- 
sively for European occupation. Although many 
of the Africans were suffering from land hun- 
ger and parts of the Highlands were not cul- 
tivated, no African was allowed to take land 
in this area. Land has an almost mystical mean- 
ing to the African and the belief among Kenyan 
Africans that the white man had stolen their 
most precious possession remains almost uni- 
versal. 


Living standards too were apallingly low and 
provided ready ammunition for the discontented. 
Squatters who lived on farms and labored .for 
the farmer received as little as 10 to 18 shil- 
lings a month (about $1.40 to $2.70) though 
this was supplemented from their own stock 
and crops. Their total incomes were officially 
stated to be on an average of 100 shillings ($14) 
per month. This figure was much higher than 
the average wage for the agricultural worker 
which is given as 25 shillings ($3.70) per month 
plus medical attention, rations and housing with 
a value of 20 shillings ($2.85) per month. In 
the towns too, where the cost of living is much 
higher, wages were far below the subsistence 
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level. In 1951, nearly 18,000 of the Africans in 
public employment were paid less than 480 shil- 
lings a year while 4,500 in public employment 
and the same number in private industry earned 
1,800 shillings a year or more. 

Add to land hunger and low wages the indig- 
nity of the color bar operating socially, econom- 
ically and politically, and the seeds of revolt 
are very deeply laid. Beyond these immediate 
grievances there is also to be seen that charac- 
teristic disturbance of primitive communities 
arising from the breakdown of rural tribalism 
through the influence of urbanization. Tribal 
discipline and security were progressively de- 
stroyed as industry in the new towns demanded 
increased labor. But though the destruction of 
tribalism might be essential to break the forces 
of superstition and facilitate life in a modern 
community, the tragedy was that no sound 
community was waiting to welcome the dis- 
possessed and uprooted who strayed into a moral 
and spiritual vacuum. The housing shortage, 
the lack of social amenities and constructive 
activities, the evil effects of segregation and the 
artificial sense of inferiority, produced African 
urban communities fertile for the sowing of 
the spirit of revolt. 


WHEN THE civiL war began the attacks of 

the Mau Mau were directed towards two sets 
of persons. First, and most severely, they fell 
upon Africans who refused to join the Mau 
Mau and who maintained cooperation with the 
Europeans and Asians. Secondly, and less fre- 
quently, but equally horribly, European fam- 
ilies were attacked in an effort to drive out the 
European community by terrorism. 

The reaction to these attacks was inevitably 
violent. Many of the European community, 
already suffering from that neurotic sense of 
fear which arises from the feeling of being an 
alien minority surrounded by suspicion and hos- 
tility, became hysterical and demanded wide 
and senseless reprisals against all African com- 
munities. Neither the Governor, Sir Evelyn 
Baring, nor his Government had any sense of 
strength and suffered from the weakness of 
being unrepresentative of any section of the 
community. With one or two notable excep- 
tions they consisted of an essentially colonial 
Government, responsible to London rather than 
to Kenya. From the first, military forces were 
sent to the country to support the police. The 
third arm of the Government forces was formed 
by the irregular Home Guard spontaneously 
created by the Europeans and later supported 
by Asians and Africans. It soon became obvious, 
however, that many of these irregulars were an 
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embarrassment to the security forces, frequently 
taking the law into their own hands and incit. 
ing rather than restraining violence. 


The lack of reliable intelligence services now 
also became tragically evident. Some of the 
leading African politicians could be arrested and 
removed from the scene, but the Government 
obviously had little information on which to 
base its selection and the major effect of its ac. 
tion was seen as the removal of almost all Afri- 
can leadership and thus all those restraining in- 
fluences which might well have led the majority 
of the African community into active opposi- 
tion to the terrorism. For some months even 
respected Africans like Eliad Mathu were pre- 
vented from explaining to their people the 
dangers of supporting Mau Mau, and when the 
Kenya African Union was banned the last ves- 
tige of African political organization was de- 
stroyed. This obviously created a vacuum which 
the terrorists were more likely to fill than the 
Government forces. Meanwhile, the Royal Air 
Force had been brought in to support the ground 
forces by attempting to bomb the strongholds 
of the terrorists, but in a largely primitive coun- 
try like Kenya this was bound to bring destruc- 
tion to many innocent people and thus to 
strengthen anti-European propaganda. Similar- 
ly, the vast scheme of screening the African 
population inevitably produced widespread in- 
justice and suffering. In particular, the decision 
to deport Africans from the European farms 
and from Nairobi and to send them back to 
the reservations only aggravated the overcrowd- 
ing and land hunger in the reservations them- 
selves which had been one of the principal 
causes of the revolt. | 

It has now become clear that not only did 
many of the irregular Home Guard, European 
and African, develop a “trigger happy” men- 
tality, but that some of the British forces serv- 
ing in the area became infected with the atmos- 
phere of their new environment. Allegations of 
beating and torture to extract evidence are too 
widespread to be disregarded simply as rumors, 
while the trials of Hayward in Tanganyika and 
later Captain Griffiths in Kenya have revealed 
practices which have shocked the whole British 
nation and the civilized world. Under the state 
of emergency prohibited areas have been de- 
clared where authorized officers are empowered 
to arrest on suspicion and if necessary to use 
force. In the case of the prohibited areas this 
force, according to the regulations, can ‘extend 
to voluntarily causing death,” while in the spe- 
cial areas “force may extend to the use of lethal 
weapons.” Since authorized officers are defined 
as any member of the armed or police forces or 
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any district officer, the danger of such wide 
powers is obvious. It is not surprising that the 
Colonial Secretary has admitted in the House 
of Commons that, contrary to all normal exper- 
ience in war, between two and three times as 
many Mau Mau suspects have been killed as 
wounded. In the Griffiths’ trial it was revealed 
in evidence that Army Captains believed that 
they had absolute power to shoot any African 
at their discretion. 

But what has perhaps shocked the public to 
an even greater extent is the revelation that 
money was offered for each African killed while 
scoreboards of killings were kept by army units 
in a form of competition. 


[7 Is ONLY FAIR to state that General Erskine, 

the Commander in Chief of East Africa, has 
sternly condemned all these practices and ex- 
pressed his determination to punish anyone 
guilty of them with the utmost severity. Nev- 
ertheless, it can be realized that the security 
forces are hardly popular among the African 
community and that the Mau Mau propaganda 
based upon African nationalism has much am- 
munition to use. Moreover, General Erskine has 
only full powers over the army and cannot con- 
trol terroristic actions which come usually from 
the Police and Home Guards. 

In spite of this distressingly tragic picture 
there are still definite signs of hope in the Kenya 
situation. The real struggle is between the 
moderates and extremists of all the races and 
although there have been times during the emer- 
gency period when white extremism seemed to 
be undermining all the efforts of moderate Eur- 
opean leaders, it has never managed to gain full 
control of the situation. One of the most re- 
markable facts of this period of tension and 
terror in the life of Kenya is that today the 
necessity for inter-racial cooperation is more 
strongly realized than it was at the beginning 
of the emergency. This fact offers some justi- 
fication for the optimism of those who saw 
Kenya progressing towards a solution of the 
pluralistic society two years ago. 

It is now recognized that only a political solu- 
tion can ever lead to the end of the civil war. 
In 1951 the constitution was amended to allow 
an increase in the number of elected European 
members of the Legislative Council and in the 
number of nominated African members while 
for the first time an African was appointed 
to the Executive Council. The principle of 
parity between European members of the leg- 
islature on the one hand, and Africans, Asians 
and Arabs on the other was maintained, but pro- 


vision was made for a constitutional conference 
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to be held at which the whole political future 
of the country could be discussed. It is now 
recognized that this conference must be held 
soon. European and Asian leaders with cooper- 
ative attitudes can readily be found, but how 
can it be expected that the Africans should 
renounce their own leaders capable of consult- 
ing with the other representatives and still re- 
tain the confidence of their own people? Almost 
all of the recognized African leaders are in prison 
or detention camps, and so far Africans have 
never been allowed to elect their own represent- 
atives. 


If any lasting political solution to this tragic 
situation is to be found, three issues are vital. 
There must be a comprehensive policy of land 
reform based upon an efficient utilization of 
all land. Secondly, a civilized scheme of 
industrialization and mechanization must be 
evolved providing for the social needs of the 
growing urban population and the rapid de- 
struction of the color bar. Finally, a political 
policy must be devised which will lead to the 
granting of full citizenship to the peoples of 
all races, developing in an atmosphere free from 
fear and emphasizing the value of responsibility. 

In this corner of the great problematical 
Africa, now rapidly awakening from its cen- 
turies of slumber, the peoples of three contin- 
ents have come together to forge one social and 
cultural unity. They are experiencing the trag- 
edy which results from lack of understanding, 
from fear, prejudice and superstition. There is 
still hope, however, that the human spirit will 
rise above their tribulations and provide the 
world with the example it still so desperately 
needs. 
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On Holy Steps 


by Uri Zvi Greenberg 


A song to God in Lisbon, Mother . . . How did 


you get to Lisbon? 
You with Brites Henriques,* 
ornaments 
on the way to morning prayer, to the exalted 
sanctuary 
on the Mountain of Jerusalem. 


in Sabbath dress and 


Mother, a song to God . . . How have you left the 


prison gates 

with Brites Henriques? There are still sea and land 
before you! 

And_ my-father’s-prayer-shawl-as-a-crown 
eastward like the flag. 


borne 


The distant land embarks with-speed-of-a-wondrous- 
strength 
to set your feet in the gates of Jerusalem. 


Days of the First Temple, Solomon still in the palace. 

Fruits for harvest and garden beds rose-blossoming 
in the sky. 

Scent of wine and honey as if for a bridal canopy. 


Now the daughters of King Solomon in their beauty 

go out to greet you: Basemath and Tapath.. . 

‘And they both hold the seven-branched candelabrum 

and near those shoulders is the secret of exulting 
wings. 


An-evening-of-only-a-moment in the air of morning: 

mourning-of-just-a-moment, in its terrifying quiet, 
as a sign. 

So much deeper is this moment than the concept of 
depths and millenium. 


The light of the seven branches, light of rose and 
like blood of the essence; 

you and Brites Henriques in mourning on the white- 
marble steps, 

and your eyes face the candelabrum like the eyes 
of does. 


You are quiet, Mother, for the Levites are singing. 
Do you not hear that my-voice-in-their-voice is 
joyous? 

You are very quiet, Mother, for the instruments are 
playing 

and I your son am playing as I did on the flute when 


a child. 


* The name of one of the Jews expelled from Spain by the 
Inquisition. 


Where is Father, if not here, and where are your 
daughters, if they 

are not gone forth in the vineyards, adorned like 
brides this holiday? 

In the midst of the Levites’ singing, the ba: 
glory in its fulness, 

it is forbidden to stop and go out to the white- 
marble steps 

and go down to the City, to seek my lost ones, 

crying: Have you seen my father, have you seen 
his daughters? 


Why is he not in the Temple? Why are they not 
in my vineyards? 

I am filled with trembling, Mother! and with weeping 
like a full gourd. 


I hear the trickle of streams and know: they are 
blood. 

I see that your face is like plaster, tears-of-blood on 
your cheeks. 

Woe-and-praise that, out of the flames, I have 
reached the House! 

I and you too in the Temple! Let us fall on our knees, 

weep, and praise the Lord: for there is still Jerusalem. 


THE night is pregnant with rain . . . I have heard 
you, my father, holy one, 
travelling up to the Mountain... 
Mountain? 
If you will build an altar to God from the stones 
of the place, 
whom shall you sacrifice as a burnt-offering before 


dawn in the Mountain? 


what to do in the 


Me? Your son who survives among the hewn 
sycamores? 

The heir in my single body, your stream preserved 
for the ages. 

It is dark, Father! but, in your son’s limbs, candelabra, 

the shadow of death, Father, but, in your son’s limbs, 
violins. 


It is sad here without me. Without me, the voice of 
ravens and jackals, 

this land is crown-forgotten, she is forgetfulness. 

Enemies possess her, owning her flesh, for she is a 
corpse. 

And to the hearts of all her lovers/a prophet at her 
feet/she is burning. 


Father, do not build here an altar, for your kids are 
all ashes— 
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wind-scattered, rain-melted, snow-covered, the fate- 
and-end of ashes. 

Anyhow—blossoms were there... 
that place. 

The inheritance, in my single body and in my songs 
in the book. 

Iam the witness heap, the candelabrum in the night, 
the faithful one in the doorway. 


no malady in 
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How dark, my father! But I am violins before 
dawn to follow you. 

Dwell in the mountains and hear me: A Psalm of 
David, words and melody from your lips. 


I sing of a living generation, not to be led to the 
altar like sheep. 


Translated from the Hebrew by SHoLoM J. Kann. 


The Rejected 


by Shlomo Katz 


And it came to pass . . . that God did tempt Abraham, 
and said unto him . . 
son Isaac whom thou lovest, and get thee into the lan 

of Moriah, and offer him there for a burnt offering . . . 
And they came to the place which God had told him of, 
and Abraham built an altar there . . . and bound Isaac 
his son and laid him on the altar . . . And Abraham 
stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his 
son. And the angel of the Lord called unto him... . 
and he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do 
thou anything unto him... And Abraham looked, and 
behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket . . . and 
Abraham went and took the ram and, and offered him up 
for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. . . And the 
angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the 
second time, and said, by Myself have I sworn, said the 
Lord, for because thou hast done this thing .. . I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the 
sand which is upon the sea shore. . . 


Genesis 22 


eg LAST WIsPs of smoke curled upward from 

the altar on Mt. Moriah. Abraham carefully 
wiped his knife and wrapped it together with 
the flint in a linen cloth. Isaac stood near him 
and gazed wistfully at the smoldering remains 
of the ram. 

“Come, let us go and rejoin the young men,” 
Abraham said when he finished. Isaac did not 
stir. 

“Is there any question in your mind, my son?” 
Abraham asked kindly, seeing his son’s per- 
plexity. 

“There is a question in my mind, but I do 
not know how to ask it.” 

“Aren’t you glad at the turn the event took?” 

“I feel glad, Father, yet in my heart I am 
also downcast.” 

“Would you rather have been sacrificed as a 
burnt offering instead of the ram?” 

“I do not know, Father. The event has taken 
place and is no longer to be changed, not ever. 
Since I have not felt the knife upon my neck 
I cannot say with any certainty that I would 


. Take now thy son, thine only 


rather have had it that way. But I am disturbed 
none the less. Was I not chosen for the sacrifice?” 

“I was ordered to sacrifice you as a burnt 
offering.” 

“You believed what you were told?” 

“It was but a test of my fear and love of God.” 

“This we know now, but when God spoke 
to you, ‘Take now thy son... and offer him’ 
you did not know then that it was merely a 
test?” 

“No, I did not know it then.” 

“And you would have slaughtered me, your 
fear and love of God overcoming your love of 
me?” 

“It did not come to pass.” 

“Of what value, then, is the test that did not 
test?” 

“God looks into the heart of man, and He is 
satisfied.” 

“Then you are doubly uncertain, Father, for 
now neither God nor you may know for a cer- 
tainty. If He had known your heart, there 
would have been no need for the test. And you, 
who are but man, will never know whether 
your hand would not have faltered and fallen 
limp before the final stroke of the knife. In- 
deed, your present gladness that the test had 
not been culminated leads me to think that it 
would have happened that way.” 

“Then feel cheered by the thought that my 
love for you was greater even than my fear 
and love of God, for it seemed to me there was 
a note of blame in your words a moment ago.” 

“Alas, this cheer, too, is denied me, for though 
I witnessed your willingness to offer me as a 
sacrifice, I did not have the final proof that you 
would have drawn back at the last instant.” 

“Would you have had me disobey the com- 
mand of God?” 

“Tt is not for me to say. I only observe and 
am led; therefore I now feel sad, on this account 
and on still another.” 
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“What else troubles you, my son?” Abraham 
asked humbly. 

“My own part in this act which could have 
been great yet ended so strangely. During the 
three days of our journey to Moriah there was 
great exultation in my heart. I felt as though 
I was the bridegroom of creation. I was led here; 
I ascended the altar; then I descended again, 
and now we are going back to Beer Sheba. This 
journey to Moriah has given you sureness in 
your faith and the blessing of God. What has 
it given me?” 

“Have you not also shown your love of both 
God and me in that you ascended the altar will- 
ingly? And is not the blessing conferred equally 
upon you in that you are my son?” 

“TI ascended willingly indeed, believing I was 
to be a sacrifice, a burnt offering. I descended 
whole and untouched, a ram preferred over me 
—rejected, like the offering which Cain made 
and which was refused.” 

“It could not be otherwise. You are my 
only son through whom God’s blessing is to be 
fulfilled forever. Feel honored that you were 
chosen as the burnt offering for Moriah; be 
glad that the angel stayed my hand. You were 
not rejected, Isaac; you were only preserved.” 

“Yet it could have been otherwise,” Isaac 
mused. “He could have accepted the sacrifice, 
and then restored me to you. Was not my first 
birth against the rules of nature, considering 
how I was begotten when you, Father, were 
old, and Mother was long past the way of 
women? I therefore prefer to consider what 
happened today as God’s rejection of me. It is 
better thus, for otherwise my part would be 
quite meaningless, going to Moriah and back 
again, even as the horse or the ass journeys here 
and there not knowing why and for no pur- 
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pose that concerns it. It is strange to think of 
it this way, as being chosen and rejected at the 
same time. And will it always remain this way? 
Will my offspring also forever remain both 
chosen and rejected, always mounting altars yet 
never consummating the immolation? You, 
Father, are returning from Moriah with a bles. 
ing; but I begin to perceive that this journey 
may yet mean a curse for me and those who 
issue from me. You say I have been preserved 
for the fulfillment of your blessing. Now | 
see your blessing and my curse comingle in the 
many generations that will come after us. They 
will indeed be like the stars of heaven and the 
sand on the shore of the sea in number, but 
throughout the four corners of the earth they 
will be called to ascend Moriahs, only to be 
rejected in the end, thus mixing glory and hv- 
miliation.” 

“Temper your bitterness,” Abraham admon- 
ished him softly. “In the ardor of your youth 
you cry out against your rejection, only faintly 
realizing that chosenness and rejection go hand 
in hand. I too was chosen for the test, yet not 
allowed to fulfill it, for its consummation would 
have meant the end for both you and me. But 
our kind, the bearers of the blessing and the 
curse, the glory and the humiliation, go on for- 


ever.” 
+ * + % 


Abraham and Isaac descended Mt. Moriah and 
rejoined their two servants. They loaded the 
ass and went on their way without speaking. 
Only the two young men looked at each other 
meaningfully and engaged in a brief whispered 
conversation. 

“The old master looks very aged of a sudden.’ 

“Yes, aged and tired; and Isaac is no longer a 
boy.” 


? 
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AN ATTEMPT 
by Harold 


PICTORIAL HISTORY OF 
THE JEWISH PEOPLE, by 
Nathan Ausubel. Crown. 335 


pp. $5.00. 


As the editor of A Treasury of 
Jewish Folklore and A Treasury of 
Jewish Humor, Nathan Ausubel 
has won an enviable reputation as 
an intelligent and imaginative 
anthologist. Thus, when it be- 
came known that he was working 
on the first Pictorial History of 
the Jewish People, readers and 
critics looked forwards with antic- 
ipation to his picture-and-text 
book. 

Now that it has been published, 
after what the publisher calls ‘‘a 
lifetime of study and years of re- 
search,” it can clearly be seen that 
Mr. Ausubel did devote long and 
probably tedious years to the col- 
lection of hard-to-get photo- 
graphs. His very thorough index, 
his selected English bibliography 
and his lengthy list of acknowl- 
edgments to individuals and or- 
ganizations—all indicate his ab- 
sorption with his task and his 
realization that this was, in the 
truest sense, a pioneering work. 
And for his imagination and in- 
defatigable labors we are in his 
debt. Certainly Mr. Ausubel tried 
very hard to live up to the blurb 
on the jacket of the book, that it 
delineates the history of the Jew- 
ish people “from Bible times to 
our own day throughout the 
world.” The 1,200 photographs, 
line cuts and art reproductions 
make his volume, in addition, a 
handsome gift. 

And yet it is a pity that Pic- 
torial History of the Jewish People 
is likely to become popular with 
American Jews. It is, in spite of 
the large gobs of information it 
contains and in the face of many 
of its interesting pictures, a poor- 
ly conceived, poorly planned, 
poorly produced book, full of er- 
rors and loaded with apologetics, 
as well as with bad history. Be- 
Cause it stands alone in its field as 
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a picture history of the Jewish 
people and because it was expen- 
sive to produce, it is unlikely that 
there will soon, if ever, be another. 
More’s the pity. 

To begin with, it is a bad pic- 
ture book, if for no other reason 
than that too many of the pic- 
tures are the size of postage 
stamps and a tremendous number 
of them are badly reproduced on 
a poor paper stock. Crown 
boasts that there are 1,200 illustra- 
tions. No doubt they counted 
them, but many of them have no 
relationship to Jews or Judaism. 
Many pictures of so-called Jews 
could be any people anywhere. 
Mr. Ausubel is not a layout artist, 
nor is he expected to be. But his 
picture book seems slapped to- 
gether, without the trained eye of 
a skilled picture-text man. In 
this age of Life, Look, etc., the 
reader expects a professional lay- 
out job. This one isn’t. 

The first shock of the reader in 
opening the volume is not that it 
contains many illustrations but 
that it has so much text. It is 
less of a picture book with cap- 
tions than a text book with pic- 
tures. It is often written in 
careless journalese, with an apolo- 
getic approach, listing wherever 
and whenever possible names of 
“great” and “prominent” Jews in 
all fields of endeavor. Nowhere 
does Mr. Ausubel catch the pulse 
of Jewish life in any of the lands 
he surveys and he throws names 
together without discrimination, 
the great and the mediocre, so 
long as they are Jews, and, too 
frequently, when they are errone- 
ously listed as Jews. 

As an example of the “scholar- 
ly” style Mr. Ausubel affects in 
this volume, here is his prose un- 
der a photograph of a group of 
Jews talking in a Lubiin street: 
“Nothing better to do, Jews of 
Lublin gather to settle some of the 
world’s knottiest problems.” And 
in his errors of commission, here 
are a few samples: 
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He lists “the most admired 
Hebrew writers living in Israel to- 
day,” and concludes his enumera- 
tion with the poetess Rachel, who 
died in 1931! The Jerusalem Post, 
which was called the Palestine 
Post until the establishment of 
Israel, remains the Palestine Post 
to Mr. Ausubel. He calls the 
singer Lotte Lehmann Jewish and 
a relative of Lilli Lehmann. Lotte 
Lehmann is not Jewish and she is 
not related to Lilli. He includes 
Max Baer, the ex-prize fighter as 
a Jew, although he lists in his 
selected bibliography a book on 
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Jews in sports which specifically worded (here Mr. Ausubel writes 


‘ stresses that Baer is no Jew. He 


credits Sir Francis Palgrave, of 
The Golden Treasury fame as hav- 
ing previously been called Cohen. 
This is an exaggeration. Palgrave’s 
father was Cohen. Francis Pal- 
grave, the anthropologist, was al- 
ways Palgrave. Writers Jules Ro- 
mains and George Duhamel, 
among many others, are listed as 
Jews, when they were non-Jews. 
Errors are to be expected, although 
not such glaring ones. 

But it is typical of Mr. Ausu- 
bel’s approach that in a carefully- 
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with great caution) nine-page 
section on Jewish life “Under the 
Soviets,” there is practically no 
condemnation of Soviet attitudes 
and actions toward the Jews. If 
you read this section intently, you 
will discover that Mr. Ausubel 
does mention various anti-Jewish 
acts of the Russian regime, but 
the overall impression is a favor- 
able one and Mr. Ausubel always 
attempts to justify Soviet actions, 

For example, the notorious 
Russian purge trials are taken at 
face value by Mr. Ausubel, 
Zinoviev, Kamenev, Sokolnikoy 
and Rosenholtz simply “pleaded 
guilty,” although Mr. Ausubel 
notes that “the trials and confes- 
sions let loose a storm of disbelief 
and protest among non-Commuv- 
nists.” Under the section on Arts 
and Sciences, Mr. Ausubel blithe- 
ly lists the important Russian- 
Jewish writers, making some errors 
in the process, and disregards, in 
making the listing, that a number 
of them like Isaac Babel, have 
simply vanished. The decline of 
Yiddish and the failure of Biro- 
Bidjan as a Jewish settlement are 
treated with “objectivity,” that is, 
Mr. Ausubel’s reasoning pays no 
attention to persecution, say, of 
Yiddish writers but says that 
“with the process of cultural 
fusion, with the weakening of re- 
ligious ties, and with the enjoy- 
ment of full equality” assimilation 
and intermarriage became com- 
mon. “It is precisely this process 
of cultural assimilation and bio- 
logical amalgamation which large- 
ly accounts for the steady disin- 
tegration of Jewish group life, 
culture and identity in the U.S.S. 
R.” Oddly, persecution, liquida- 
tion and murder are unmentioned. 

In discussing the relationship 
between Israel and the Soviet 
Union, Mr. Ausubel calls atten- 
tion to the Soviet Union’s “‘bene- 
volent” attitude toward the new 
state at the outset and then offers 
this precious bit of analysis: ‘This 
benevolent Soviet attitude con- 
tinued for some time, as long as 
the Israeli government observed 4 
‘neutralist’ position in the conflict 
between East and West. However, 
no sooner did the government of 
Israel begin to abandon this policy 
for one of closer collaboration 
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with the West, and especially with 
the United States, than the old 
war against Zionists and Zionism 
was resumed by the Soviet gov- 
ernment, but this time with great- 
ot intensity.” Then Mr. Ausubel 
deals with Russian actions against 
Zionists and Zionism. “Little of 
, verifiable nature is known as to 
what actually took place,” he in- 
sists. It was reported, he writes, 
implying that perhaps it never 
really happened, that various Jew- 
sh cultural and educational insti- 
tutions were closed down and, 
finally, he mentions that “Yiddish 
writers, well known outside the 
Soviet Union, such as David Ber- 
gelson, Itzig Feffer and Der 
Nister, became completely silent.” 

As one can see, it is there, to 
be found, if one looks hard. But 
the treatment of Soviet-Jewish 
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relations is discussed with blinders. 

Zionism, as such, is also poorly 
handled. Zionist leaders are named 
without regard for chronology, 
influence or alphabet. Hayim 
Greenberg is omitted completely. 
Hadassah is an “‘affiliate” of the 
Zionist Organization of America, 
a bit of information which would 
shock the Hadassah ladies. 

All in all, this is a project which 
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required utmost care and scholar- 
ship. It is, instead, a neat com- 
mercial packaging job. Whoever 
gets around to a real pictorial his- 
tory will have to borrow from Mr. 
Ausubel’s pioneering effort. Per- 
haps that is the most one can say 
about the compiler who has done 
better in the past and, we are cer- 
tain, will again improve on this 
task in the future. 
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On The Labor Zionist Front 


In connection with the 29th National Convention of the 
Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion, which will 
be held in Philadelphia from Friday evening, June 25th, 
through Monday, June 28th, 1954, we are commencing in this 
issue a special supplement, under the auspices of the Central 
Committee, for the discussion of issues and problems that will 
come before the national conclave. 

The following articles are not official documents but rep- 
resent the personal views of their authors. Bezalel Sherman’s 
contribution is a working paper he prepared for the Program 
Committee of the LZOA Convention Committee as a basis for 
the study it has undertaken in order to draft, for submission 
to the Convention, a restatement of the principles of Labor 
Zionism necessitated by the establishment of the State of Israel, 
the developments in Jewish life in this country and throughout 
the world, in American life, and in Socialist thinking, since 
the adoption of the last Statement of Principles by the Lake- 





wood Amalgamation Conference in 1946. 

Comments about these two papers and brief articles on 
other questions pertaining to the Convention are earnestly 
invited and will be printed in subsequent issues as space will 
permit. All communications should be addressed to LZOA, 
45 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 





PRINCIPLES OF LABOR ZIONISM 
by C. Bezalel Sherman 


4808 ZIONISM is dedicated to 

the proposition that all Jews 
desiring to retain their Jewish 
identity constitute one people 
which is divided into many com- 
munities with each one owing po- 
litical allegiance solely to the land 
of which it is a part. Medinat 
Israel, which, in its political struc- 
ture, is the state exclusively of its 
own inhabitants, is in its spiritual 
aspect the national home of the 
Jewish people as a whole. 

It is the primary task of the 
Labor Zionist Organization to 
bring to the Jews of America the 
fullest awareness of their obliga- 
tions to this spiritual home and 
of the need to cooperate with it 
to the end that the words of the 
prophet “For from Zion shall go 
forth the Law and the Word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem” may be 
fulfilled. 

In the performance of this task 
Labor Zionism strives to: 

A) Evolve relationships between 
the Jews of the State of Israel and 
Diaspora Jewry that will broaden 
the ethical horizons of the Jewish 
people, elevate its social purposes 
and enhance its creative genius; 


B) Marshal the economic, cul- 
tural and political resources of 
American Jewry in the cause of 
aiding the State of Israel to carry 
out its historical mission as the 
heart of Jewish peoplehood; 


C) Make Israel meaningful in 
the life of American Jews and 
stimulate in them an eagerness to 
share directly in its material build- 
ing and spiritual advancement; 


D) Imbue the Jews of Israel 
with a sense of understanding and 
appreciation of and desire to assist 
in, the efforts of American Jewry 
to preserve and expand the Jewish 
heritage and to enrich their dis- 
tinctiveness as a community with- 
in the social and political frame- 
work of American society; 


E) Inculcate a halutzic spirit 
in American Jewish endeavors and 
to organize a halutzic Movement 
which would have its roots in con- 
sciousness that only in the State 
of Israel can Jews, a majority of 
the population and relieved of the 
necessity of adjusting to a non- 
Jewish environment, shape their 
own collective destiny, attain na- 
tional self-realization and extend 


their unique contributions to hy. 
manity. 

Labor Zionism is dedicated to 
the building of Jewish morale and 
self-respect and to the promotion 
of affirmative Jewish living every. 
where. It sees in Jewish religious 
and secular culture, in the endur- 
ing Jewish traditions and attitudes, 
in the creative Jewish mores and 
folkways the source of Jewish in- 
dividuality and the factors mak- 
ing for Jewish inner cohesiveness, 
Hebrew, as the national tongue of 
the Jewish people, is recognized 
by Labor Zionism as the most im- 
portant instrument for the crea- 
tion and transmission of Jewish 
cultural values, and the fostering 
of Hebrew is therefore a major 
Labor Zionist objective. Labor 
Zionism considers ‘Yiddish, the 
language of millions of Jews ‘and 
the repository of some of the great- 
est products of Jewish creative- 
ness, an indispensable cultural as- 
set which must be preserved as a 
living force in Jewish self-expres- 
sion. 

In all parts of the Diaspora La- 
bor Zionism aims to raise the 
moral standards and human worth 
of the Jewish individual, both as 
a Jew and as a citizen of his native 
land, and to improve the cultural 
and socio-economic status of the 
Jewish communities, so that they 
may develop to the fullest possible 
extent the potentialities with 
which their historical experience 
has endowed them. 

In the United States and Canada 
Labor Zionism is dedicated to the 
promotion of dynamic Jewish 
community institutions, demo- 
cratic in structure, representative 
in organization, liberal in function, 
and progressive in outlook, com- 
munities that shall encompass the 
totality of Jewish life and embrace 
all groups within the Jewish popu- 
lation who are committed to Jew- 
ish survival. 


THE LaBor ZIONIST ORGANIZA- 

TION recognizes Mapai in Israel 
as the political party eminently 
suited by political training, by the 
national Jewish philosophy 0 
which it is devoted, and by the 
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spective regions, Anglo-Jewish 
writers, working members of the 
Yiddish and Hebrew press and 
Jewish intellectuals generally. The 
purpose of these conferences shall 
be to lay the groundwork for the 
establishment of the regional lead- 
ership institutes and to mobilize 
the manpower and financial sup- 
port needed therefore. 


In the meantime, three commis- 
sions should be created: one com- 
posed of educators who will begin 
to prepare the curriculum for these 
leadership training institutes; a 
second that will proceed to mobi- 
lize the necessary teaching person- 
nel for them and a third that will 
commence the task of seeking out 
and enrolling the first contingents 
of students. 


From the outset we should make 
it clear at these conferences and 
in the commissions that our aim 
is not to establish leadership train- 
ing institutes for the Labor Zion- 
ist Movement alone, but for the 
benefit of the whole American 
Jewish community: that we shall 
seek to enlist the cooperation of 
all elements in American Jewry 
who are concerned with the crea- 
tion of an intelligent leadership 
for our future; that the program 
of these institutes will not be par- 
tisan but will seek to embrace all 
that is meaningful and creative 
in our cultural heritage and that 
will instill a sense of responsibility 
for the perpetuation of our cul- 
tural and spiritual life in this 
country; in short, that it is our 
purpose merely to be the initiators 
and the standard-bearers of this 
movement for the development of 
Jewish leadership. 


Eventually these institutes will 
each comprise four separate de- 
partments: (1) a department for 
training teachers — not for chil- 
dren’s schools, but for adults; (2) 
a department for the training of 
future social workers, fundraisers, 
and functionaries for all types of 
Jewish agencies and organizations; 
(3) a department for general stu- 
dies to enable all those who wish 
to do so to take refresher courses 
in Jewish subjects or to acquire 
the Jewish education they may 
have missed in their youth; (4) 
a department for social workers 
and all those presently engaged in 


Jewish communal and organiza- 
tional life who may wish to en- 
large their Jewish knowledge. 

No doubt, the various depart- 
ments of Israel’s civil service, the 
Jewish Agency, the Hebrew Uni- 
versity, and the teaching corps in 
Israel will be able to supply sub- 
stantial personnel to help us in our 
objectives. In America, too, there 
is a large number of scholars and 


specialists, scattered in the re- 


motest corners of this continent 
and frequently lost to Jewish crea- 
tiveness, but who would rally to 
these leadership training institutes 
once they would feel that there is 
an organized group in American 
Jewish life that is vitally concerned 
with promoting a great idea. 

I believe that this idea can cap- 
ture the imagination of American 
Jewry, particularly its youth, and 
serve to revitalize our own move- 


ment as well as the community at 
large. 


In the Movement 


An energetic committee under 
the chairmanship of Dr. Sol Stein 
is making preparations for the 
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29th National Convention of 
LZOA, which will be held at the 
Benjamin Franklin Hotel, Phils. 
delphia, over the weekend of June 
25-28 ... The National Conyen. 
tion Committee, under the chair. 
manship of Zev Baumgold, js 
preparing program materials and 
recommendations for submission 
to the branches in order that they 
may discuss them before the Con- 
vention . . . Besides Ambassador 
Abba Eban, who will speak on 
Saturday evening, June 26, the 
Convention will be attended by 
a delegation from Israel represent- 
ing Ihud Olami, the World Union 
of Labor Zionist Parties, and 
Mapai. 
* % * 

At the recent session in Jerusa- 
lem of the Zionist General Coun- 
cil (Actions Committee), Louis 
Segal, General Secretary of Far- 
band and member of the Central 
Committee of the LZOA, was 
elected a member-without-port- 
folio of the American Branch of 
the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine; Professor 
Hayim Fineman of Philadelphia, 
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former president of the LZOA, 
was elected to the Praesidium of 
the Zionist General Council. 


+ + % 


The plenum of the American 
Zionist Council, meeting in New 
York on February 25th, decided 
to enlarge its Administrative Com- 

mittee to twelve members and its 
Executive Committee to thirty 
members. The Labor Zionist 
Movement will have three repre- 
sentatives on the first and six 
representatives on the second body 

. At the same meeting, Dr. 
Irving Miller, president of the 
ZOA, was elected chairman, and 
Dr. James G. Heller, president of 
the LZOA, was elected one of the 
two vice-chairmen of the Coun- 
cil... The Zionist parties also 
decided to establish a separate 
Committee for Public Affairs, to 
be headed by Louis Lipsky, former 
chairman of the AZC, which will 
conduct the public relations and 
political activities of the Zionist 
movement in this country. 


+ % + 


Delegates of Labor Zionist 
groups in more than thirty Mid- 
western cOmmunities held a re- 
gional conference in Chicago on 
March 6-7, of the Labor Council 
of the UJA .. . The main speakers 
were Zalman Shazar, former mem- 
ber of the Israel Cabinet and head 
of the Cultural Department of the 
Jewish Agency, Dr. James G. 
Heller, Louis Segal, and Dr. Sara 
Feder . . . A similar conference 
representing the Labor Zionist 
units on the west coast will be 
held in Los Angeles on April 3-4, 
with Dr. Giora Josefthal, Treas- 
urer of the Jewish Agency, as 
guest speaker. 


+ + * 


On the eve of the Israel Econ- 
omic Conference to be held in 
Washington on March 27-28 for 
the purpose of launching the new 
Development Issue of Government 
of Israel Bonds, the joint Labor 
Zionist Committee for Israel Bonds 
announced that in the past three 
years the Movement has sold more 
than $15,000,000 of the first In- 
dependence Issue in the United 
States and $1,500,000 in Canada. 
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...all in one, in FARBAND 


LABOR ZIONIST ORDER 


Life Insurance, Sick Benefits, Hospital Benefits, Juvenile Insurance, 
Summer Camps, Free Medical Treatment, Funeral and Cemetery, 
Through the New York City Committee 


Plus 


Participation in an Organization that has for 40 years been serving 
Jewish Interests, Culture and Education; Israel and the Histadruth; 
‘ Democracy here and abroad. 


© 1954 @ 
THE 18th (“n) FARBAND CONVENTION 
will be held in MONTREAL 


From MAY 23rd-27th 
YOUR PLACE IS IN FARBAND 


The organization which can best serve YOU and YOUR 
FAMILY. . 

e@ The organization where you find fellowship in a congenial 
environment. 

e@ The organization with an intelligent program for American 
Jewry. 





FARBAND—Labor Zionist Order 
CLIP 45 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 
AND Gentlemen: 




















MAIL Without obligation on my part send me additional 
TODAY! information about your organization and the branch 
—_—awes | nearest to me. (JF) 

Name 
Address. 
— P| City 
Occupation Pia insiteisas 
Phone No 











Married [_] Single [] 











*,..GLADNESS AND JOY, 
A FEAST AND A GOOD DAY” 
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CALVERT DISTILLERS CORPORATION 


NEW YORK + NEW YORK 























This year at the Purim Seudah 
Serve the Canadian Whisky that’s 


IN HIGHEST FAVOR AMONG 
IMPORTED WHISKIES 








In HONOR a the Occasion 
Serve the Whisky that HONORS 


psa — S 


CANADIAN WHISKY—A BLEND ...OF RARE SELECTED WHISKIES 
THIS WHISKY IS SIX YEARS OLD « 86.8 PROOF « SEAGRAM-DISTILLERS CORP., NEW YORK, N. Y. 








